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DATE:    June 23, 2022

TIME:    5:30-6:45 pm
  
PLACE:  Wilson Sonsini Office 12235 
                El Camino Real San Diego, CA 92130

RSVP :   Click here

ABOUT THE PRESENTATION: 
The Chemistry and Law San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society
will present a panel of practicing chemistry patent agents who will discuss their
careers in chemistry patent law. In particular, the panelists from several law
firms and companies will discuss the requirements to become a patent agent,
their daily work schedules, their career transitions into patent law, the relative
compensation to science-track careers, and the availability of patent agent
positions within the San Diego legal community.

http://tinyurl.com/38v68p5d


THE SAN DIEGO LOCAL SECTION
PRESENTS

Alice Lee-Dutra, Ph.D. 
Senior Patent Agent 
Foley and Lardner

ABOUT THE PANELIST:
Alice Lee-Dutra, Ph.D. is a Senior Patent Agent at the law firm of Foley and Lardner where she drafts
and prosecutes patents. Prior to joining Foley, Dr. Lee-Dutra was a patent agent and scientific
advisor for Wilson Sonsini. Her extensive scientific experience also includes more than 10 years as a
medicinal chemist with Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical Research & Development in San Diego.

Alice earned her Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of California, Berkeley.

ABOUT THE PANELIST:
Deborah Smith is an Associate and former Patent Agent at the law firm of Wilson Sonsini where she
drafts and prosecutes patents. Prior to her legal career, Deborah was a medicinal chemist at Johnson
& Johnson Pharmaceutical Research & Development in San Diego. Deborah earned her Ph.D. in
Chemistry from the University of California, Irvine and her J.D. from the University of San Diego
School of Law.

Deborah Smith, Ph. D, J.D 
Associate, 
Wilson Sonsini

ABOUT THE PANELIST:
David Wallace, Ph.D. is Sr. Director of IP at Biosplice Therapeutics (formerly Samumed) where he
manages a portfolio of 170+ pending U.S. and foreign applications. He is also founder of Wallace
Scientific Consulting. Prior to becoming a patent agent, David spent 15 years as a medicinal chemist
at various biotech companies. He is a two-time past Chair of the Executive Committee of the San
Diego Section of the American Chemical Society, and present member of the Executive Committee
in multiple roles. David earned his Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of California, Davis.

David Wallace, Ph.D. 
Sr. Director of IP 
Biosplice Therapeutics 



Dear esteemed members,

Another beautiful San Diego summer is here and great things are happening in our Local Section. For
the first time in the history of the ACS National Organic Chemistry Symposium (NOCS), the jewel of our
city, La Jolla, will serve as the backdrop to some of the most exciting developments in the field of
organic chemistry. The NOCS will take place from June 26 to June 30 at the La Jolla Marriot. We are
honored to have Nobel Laureates, Frances Arnold, and Benjamin List as this year’s keynote
speakers. 
 
Have you recently graduated and are thinking about your next move? Are you a mid-career
professional considering a career change? How about chemistry patent law? On June 23, join us in
Carmel Valley for an in-person career panel and information session at the Wilson Sonsini office. Three
patent law experts, David Wallace, Ph.D., Alice Lee-Dutra, Ph.D., and Deborah Smith, Ph.D., J.D, will
discuss their journeys and insights into this field. This event is free and refreshments will be provided.
 
I would like to express my appreciation for our May speaker, Mary Virginia Orna, Ph.D. for her
riveting presentation, “Fashion, Pharmaceuticals, Food, and Fun: How Color Changed the World”. Dr.
Orna’s talk was one of the best ever received by our Local Section. When you’ve impressed both
experts and undergraduates alike, you know you’ve done something right! Dr. Orna closes out our
monthly lectures for now. We will resume our Lecture Series in the fall.
 
As we look to July, the annual Med Chem Symposium will take place virtually on July 15. This year, we
will feature four distinguished speakers from academia and industry, Dr. Fleur Ferguson (UCSD), Dr.
Mark Tichenor (Janssen), Dr. Anil Gupta (Calibr), and Dr. Scott Hecker (Qpex Biopharma). I hope
you will be able to make it.
 
I wish you all a fun, educational and prosperous month of June.

 
With gratitude,

Juan Gonzalez
2022 Chair, San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society
Email: jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
Web: www.sandiegoacs.org

CHAIR NOTES

https://nationalorganicsymposium.org/
https://chemistry.ucsd.edu/graduate-program/Events/medchem/index.html
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/


San Diego Section, American Chemical Society
Executive Committee – Zoom Meeting

May 12, 2022, 6:30 p.m.

Attendees: Sean Anderson, Surya De, Juan Gonzales-Gonzales (chair), Carolina Ibarra, Jim Shih, Ryan Smith, Bill
Tolley (secretary), Jackie Trischman, David Wallace, Christina Vialva.

Visitors: Nishant Karadkhelkar, Kevin McCowen, Bethany Sawyer and Robin Yu (UCSD student chapter)

April ExComm Minutes -- Approved by e-mail

Treasurer’s Report (JGG / DG) – Income: annual allotment $19,430.86; expenses: equipment for Earth Day
event $450; councilor travel expenses for Spring 2022 National meeting (National reimburses up to 80%)
$1,237.78; expenses for Local Section Booth at Spring 2022 National meeting $569.62; Chem Olympiad student
awards $50 x 13 students for $650; May Newsletter $450; May Social Media $385; flight to Leadership Institute
$897.20

Earth Day (JGG / Robin Yu) -- Section participated in trash collection at Chollas Creek, cleaned up abandoned
homeless encampment; 11 UCSD, 8 SWC students; this activity was more productive than hosting a booth at
the traditional expo-type event and organizers expect participating again next year, UCSD contingent went to
lunch together following clean-up.

Patent Law Career Panel (RS) – Targeting the earliest date that can be announced in Newsletter; to be hosted
by Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, time will be early evening, topic: “Careers In Chemistry Patent Law” target
June 14-16 to avoid finals week (could be cover feature of next Newsletter considering that there will not be a
monthly seminar to announce).

Chem Olympiad Results (JGG for Joan) – San Diego contingent for National exam and proctors who assisted
in San Diego exam announced. Juan providing mugs to recognize proctors; Joan looking for assistance for next
year.
Action: Bill look up how to get AACT membership.

MedChem Symposium (DW) – July 15, 8:25 a.m. opening, finishing at noon, all virtual meeting, four
speakers.

Chemistry Game Night (CV) – SWC planning the event and hoping to interest students from other
colleges to participate, plan to randomly select teams to get better mingling, expect to award prizes
(easiest prizes would be ACS swag); aim to schedule event for late Summer before classes begin.

Motion: Allot $600 of Outreach budget for Game Night prizes – Approved

Summer activities (JGG) – Considering possible field trips during Summer such as visiting Santee
Lakes Water Treatment, Carlsbad desalination plant, visit to glass art studio (would entail a cost for
artists’ time), General Atomics fusion facility, beach bonfire (include caterer for S’mores)

JUNE 2022 MINUTES



JUNE 2022 MINUTES

IPG (JGG) – Juan has ideas and asking for help in writing proposals: Zoom session on science of
making the “perfect” ____ (your choice here) -- Molecular gastronomy; chemistry of fireworks
coordinated with July 4th celebrations, chemistry of coffee or similar flavors. 

Social Media Development (CI) – Reports of monthly activity on social platforms.
LinkedIn- Updates on New Members (4), Active Members (283) and Total Post Views (1642).
Facebook- Updates of Joined members (1) and views (653). 
Instagram- Updates on ghost accounts and social bots. 

Frontiers in Soft Matter and Macromolecular Networks (JGG) – Coming in late Summer; also
National Organic Symposium coming soon.

Adjourn: 8:18 p.m.

Next meeting: June 2

Executive Committee Meeting Dates 2022
                  6:30– 8:00 PM                       

   
           Thursday  June   2
              Thursday  July  7
       Thursday  August   4
Thursday  September   1
        Thursday October   6
     Thursday November   3



Zoom Meeting 

https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405


OPPORTUNITIES

ACS-Hach Programs

Please see link for application dates

About ACS-Hach Programs
The ACS-Hach Programs provide financial support for future
and current high school chemistry teachers. Learn more.

Contact us:  Email: hach@acs.org   --   
                      Phone: (800) 227-5558 ext. 8178

HPLC 2022 IN SAN DIEGO

The HPLC conference is postponed and will take place at
the same location on June 18-23, 2022 at the Town and
Country hotel and conference center in San Diego, CA.

ACS Webinars™

Welcome to ACS Webinars, your source for online live
and on-demand content, created by the American
Chemical Society. Please join us weekly, Thursdays at
2pm ET.

For more information and upcoming Webinars Click
here.

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/educators/acs-hach-programs.html
mailto:hach@acs.org
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html


SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the ACS –
San Diego Section?  If so, please send your announcement
to our 2022 Chair, Juan Gonzalez-Gonzalez at
jpgg@sandiegoacs.org.   Once approved, Juan will see that
your announcement is published on our website
(www.sandiegoacs.org) and, if received by the 20th of the
month before the event, in The San Diego Chemist
newsletter. This is a free service of the ACS – San Diego
Section.  Take advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and chemical
engineers in San Diego and Imperial Counties? As soon as
our newsletter is uploaded on www.sandiegoacs.org a
separate notification is sent to the 2,500 members of the
ACS-San Diego Section, each potential customers for your
products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad copy
submitted by the 20th of each month will be published by
the end of that month. 

For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter of
the San Diego Section of the American Chemical
Society, published on a monthly basis, can be viewed
at http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All contents are published at the discretion of the
Section's Executive Committee. Events of interest to
chemistry professionals in the community may be
included in the events calendar as space permits and
are subject to editing for brevity. Advertisements and
announcements from the chemistry community are
accepted at published rates. The deadline for items
submitted is the 20th  of the month for publication by
the end of that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


2022 ACS REGIONAL MEETINGS

Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM)    
 June 1-4               
Ewing, NJ

Northeast Regional Meeting (NERM)            
 October 2-5         
 Rochester, NY

ACS Midwest Regional Meeting (MWRM)   
 Oct 19-21, 2022    
check for info

Western Regional Meeting (WRM)                 
 Oct 1 9-22, 2022     
Las Vegas, NV

LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by nearly 3000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and Imperial
Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?

If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship opportunities,
here is a list of contacts you’ll want to keep handy. The
people listed below are the faculty advisors of the ACS
Student Affiliate groups for all chemistry programs in
San Diego County. These professors can get the word
out to all chemistry and biochemistry majors at their
schools about jobs, career fairs, open houses, etc.

California State University, San Marcos
Jacqueline Trischman   
trischma@csusm.edu            
760-750-4206     

Point Loma Nazarene University
Sara Choung 
SaraChoung@PointLoma.edu 
619-849-2627

San Diego Mesa College
Dwayne Gergens 
dgergens@sdccd.edu 
619-388-2609 

San Diego Miramar College
Fred Garces
fgarces@sdccd.edu 
619-388-7493 

Linda Woods
lwoods@sdccd.edu
(619) 388-7750 

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 
619-421-6700x5947 

University of California, San Diego 
Stacey Brydges 
sbrydges@ucsd.edu
858-246-0993

Thomas Bussey 
tbussey@ucsd.edu 
858-822-6665 

University of San Diego 
Tammy Dwyer 
tdwyer@sandiego.edu 
619-260-4030

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

SECTION E-MAIL LISTSERVER!

Get up-to-the-minute reminders of Section or
local events of interest.

To subscribe to our moderated listserver:

Send an e-mail with SUBSCRIBE TO
LISTSERVER in the subject line, and your name
and e-mail in the body of the message to Ken
Poggenburg at jkp135@att.net

mailto:jkp135@att.net


SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR AD HERE





 Your ad in the next issue
of



THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST



For information contact: 



Carolina Ibarra



 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org





UPCOMING EVENTS 2022








**********







Careers in Chemistry Patent Law 
June 23, 2022
5:30-6:45 pm

RSVP





**********





The National Organic Chemistry Symposium
June 26-30, 2022

La Jolla, California Marriott
Register here!








**********





SAN DIEGO MEDCHEM SYMPOSIUM
Friday, July 15, 2022

Virtual event
Register here!






**********





264th ACS NATIONAL MEETING & EXPOSITION
August 21-25, 2022
Chicago, Illinois






http://tinyurl.com/38v68p5d
https://nationalorganicsymposium.org/
http://chemistry.ucsd.edu/go/medchem


NEW MEMBERS

THE SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 



WELCOMES ITS NEW MEMBERS

Nicole Bardales
Rachel Blau
Jubilee Cabellon
Serena Carosso
Robert Castro
Gang Cheng
Alison Chew
Qi Cui
Ann Dickinson
Julianna Follmar
Ines Forrest
Alexander Frank
TAKUMI FUKAZAWA
William Gao
Fereshte Ghorbani
Lenuta Gonzales
Amber Heidbrink
Yuta Hioki
Jason Imamoto
Emma Jackson
Michael Jackson

Malkanthi 
Karunananda
Patrick Kearney
Bin Li
Chuze Ma
Hendrik Meerman
Gerardo Ontiveros Cortes
Denise Perez
Christine Pham
Victor Rangel
Sahar Roshandel
Aaliyah Staples-West
Elisha Tan
Yves Theriault
April Wheeler
Wonjun Yim
Douglas Zhang
Haoqi Zhao
Zhaoning Zhu



2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS



SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair              Juan P. Gonzalez-Gonzalez, Southwestern College, jpgg@sandiegoacs.org                            (2022)             619-813-8520
Chair-Elect
Past Chair     Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co, jshih@sandiegoacs.org                                                                                (2022)              626-826-3561
Secretary     William Tolley, Seacoast Science, Inc., b_tolley@juno.com                                                            (2022)              858-780-0978
Treasurer     Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                             (2022)              858-254-5497
Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                              (2022)              858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                       (2024)              858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2024)              858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2023)             973-744-5510
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                        (2022)              858-414-3323
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2024)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors
      Julann Miller                                                                                                                                                               (2023)             
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                        (2022)             760-635-2573
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2022)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2024)             626-826-3561
     Shannon Woodruff, HP Inc.                                                                                                                                     (2023)             949-735-9021 
Members-at-Large
      Sean Anderson, Application Specialist, 3M                                                                                                         (2024)             661-714-6174
      Leeza Gutierrez-Ramirez                                                                                                                                         (2024)             619-601-3612
      James O'Brien, TE Connectivity                                                                                                                              (2023)             858-336-0654
      Bill Szabo                                                                                                                                                                     (2022)             858-550-0306
      Joann Um, Southwestern College                                                                                                                          (2022)             510-823-8637
      Christina Vialva, Southwestern College                                                                                                                (2024)             951-287-4503

STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Supra Sciences, Inc.                                                                                                                                                    858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                 760-635-2573
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee
      OPEN (Chair)     
      Tammy Dwyer USD                                                                                                                                                                            619-260-4030
      Barbara Sawrey                                                                                                                                                                                   858-729-0689
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                                858-204-5412
Education Committee
      Joann Um (Chair), Southwestern College                                                                                                                                      510-823-8637
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                          619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     Bill Szabo (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                                   858-550-0306
     OPEN 
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                  760-635-2573
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                     858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                        858-638-1866
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN
Outreach Committee
      Kevin McCowen, Wyatt Technology                                                                                                                                            801-719-0511
      Julann Miller                                                                                                                                                                                     
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                       626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      Ken Poggenburg (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                   760-635-2573
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
Younger Chemists Committee
      Kristen Counsell, Drawbridge                                                                                                                                                          319-830-3097
      Christopher Fisher, CG Life,                                                                                                                                                              860-455-5297
      Alexander Rovira, Janssen Research and Development                                                                                                            858-784-3013
     Brittany P. Witherspoon, Janssen Research and Development                                                                                                619-373-2436
      Voice Mail – San Diego Section                                                                                                                                                        619-687-5570 


