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Dear esteemed members,

We had such an exciting National Chemistry Month! I hope you caught the riveting lecture by
Dr. John A. Rogers about materials for electronics that can dissolve in the body, which was
one of our best-attended presentations of the year. I loved meeting many of you at the
Distinguished Scientist Award Banquet, where we honored Dr. Ben Cravatt’s life-long
contributions to the field of chemical biology. Thank you to the audience members and the
Student Affiliate Chapters who made this year's Chem Expo a fun and educational event for
scientists of all ages.

Congratulations to this year’s recipient of the Tony Battone Volunteer of the Year Award,
Valerie Kuck, and the Committee Chair of the Year Awardee, Jackie Trischman. Thanks to
Valerie’s dedication to our Local Section, we got through the worst times of the pandemic by
providing you with high-quality remote programming. Jackie is amazing in her own right. She
practically moved mountains to make Chem Expo a reality this year. She succeeded in
organizing the event, which usually would take up to six months of planning, in six weeks!  

Our main event for November is a hybrid presentation called “Unwrapping the Science of
Chocolate,” by Jackie Trischman and our colleague, Robyn Araiza. Professors Trischman and
Araiza will take us on an exciting and interactive journey from humble bean to gourmet
chocolate, and the chemistry that makes it all possible. The format for this event will be
hybrid. You may attend the free live presentation at CSU San Marcos or view it over Zoom. Did
I mention that both formats come with complimentary chocolate!? Click here to receive a set
of chocolates to accompany the presentation, which we will deliver to your home. 

 Also happening this month are the Local Section elections. Please be sure to vote for your
Local Section representatives. You will receive your ballot at the email address we have on file
for you. If you do not receive your ballot, reach out to our election coordinator, Jackie
Trischman (trischma@csusm.edu). Your participation in the electoral process ensures that
caring and dedicated volunteers continue to steward our Section so that it continues to
provide great chemistry-themed social, professional, and educational opportunities. 

On the evening of December 8, we will announce our newly elected leaders at the upcoming
end-of-year meeting. This event will also feature a cheese and wine charcuterie presentation
by master cheese connoisseur, Robert Graff, from Venissimo Cheese. The first 50
participants to register will receive a complimentary cheese sampler. For a small additional
cost, you may also elect to receive an exquisite pre-selected wine to compliment your

CHAIR NOTES

https://forms.gle/RR2rfueErAtWcPg56
mailto:trischma@csusm.edu


cheese pairing. Click here to register for the event!

I hope you have a wonderful month of November and can share it with your closest friends
and family.

With gratitude,

Juan Gonzalez
2022 Chair, San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society
Email: jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
Web: www.sandiegoacs.org

CHAIR NOTES

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sd-acs-virtual-annual-meetingcheese-charcuterie-tasting-tickets-456312842997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sd-acs-virtual-annual-meetingcheese-charcuterie-tasting-tickets-456312842997
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/


EVENT

Unwrapping the Science of
Chocolate



DATE:   November 17, 2022

TIME:    7PM
 
PLACE:  In-person presentation will be held in Science 2 Room 242, at  
               Cal State University San Marcos.

                Virtual attendance will be through Zoom.

RSVP :  Click to register



Dr. Jackie Trischman has served as Dean of the College of Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics at California State University San Marcos (CSUSM) since July, 2020. Jackie
earned a B.S. in Biochemistry from Virginia Tech and a PhD in Marine Natural Products
Chemistry from Scripps Institution of Oceanography. She served as a faculty in Chemistry;
Biochemistry and in many leadership roles across campus for 26 years prior to stepping into
the Dean role. Jackie is passionate about student success through the promotion of engaged
learning and building of community and sense of belonging. She is particularly committed to
the development of student clubs, internship and co-op programming, peer and professional
mentoring, connection to our local community, and to the support of undergraduate
research. Her drive to give back to the community is evident in her launch and development of
the “Chemistry in the Community” course and her initiation of SuperSTEM Saturday, an event
that brings 10,000 people to campus to engage in STEM activities. She has been active in her
professional community as a past Chair of the local American Chemical Society section and
currently serving in the role of Councilor where she sits on the national Committee for
Community Activities.

Dr. Jackie Trischman 

About the speakers

https://forms.gle/RR2rfueErAtWcPg56


EVENT

Robyn Araiza wears many hats as a Lecturer Faculty at California State University San Marcos,
where she is a double alumna. Robyn earned her B.S. in Biochemistry in 2007, and she was
the first graduate of the Master’s program in Chemistry at CSUSM in August, 2020. Robyn is
now pursuing her PhD in Analytical Chemistry remotely with Dr. Kevin Schug at University of
Texas at Arlington. She is also serving as the volunteer coordinator for SuperSTEM Saturday,
an event that brings 10,000 people to campus each Spring to engage in STEM activities as part
of the San Diego Festival of Science; Engineering. Robyn also leads the STEM Professional
Mentoring Program, an effort to pair STEM students with mentors who are practicing
professionals with the same degree. Robyn is always looking for ways to share her excitement
that science is all around us. As a result, she has been tapped to develop and deliver several
significant news classes at CSUSM, including offering a virtual home lab for health majors
several years before the pandemic hit and taking over the chocolate course from Dr.
Trischman. Robyn is a staunch advocate for equity in STEM and she is committed to
diversifying instructional strategies both in and out of the classroom setting.

 Robyn Araiza

About the talk

Theobroma cacao cultivation and the development of chocolate from the cacao bean have a
fascinating history. But science lies at the heart of good chocolate – from soil and climate to
fermentation conditions to conquering polarity challenges and controlling crystallization of
the fat. This forms the basis of the “Chocolate: A Chemical Investigation” course developed by
Dr. Jackie Trischman at California State University San Marcos with help from Dr. Howard
Peters and now taught by Robyn Araiza. Blending the history, cultural relevance, and science
of chocolate allows difficult chemical concepts to become extensions of familiar observations.
Unwrapping the science of chocolate also gives students an opportunity to apply a critical lens
to what they read on the internet. In this “live and online” talk, Dr. Trischman and Ms. Araiza
will walk you through the science, the history, and the way it is used to teach chemical
concepts as we taste samples that drive those concepts home and engage in a few debates
like “Is chocolate as a health food?” and “Is white chocolate really chocolate?”
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UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

Peace-of-Mind with Secure Data
Management
November 1, 2022
10:00 a.m. PDT 
Click here

Data-Driven R&D in Chemicals & Materials:
Why an Open Platform is Essential
November 2, 2022
8:00 a.m. PDT
Click here

Crafting Your Unique Career Path: Who
says you can’t make it happen?
November 2, 2022
 5:30 a.m. PDT
Click here

Accelerate your Chemical Research with
the Help of Modern Tools
November 3, 2022
8:00 a.m. PDT 
Click here

Highlights from the New ICH Global
Guideline on Drug Interaction Studies
November 8, 2022
8:00 a.m. PST 
Click here

Unlocking the Benefits of AI for Research
and Product Development
November 9, 2022
8:00 a.m. PST
Click here

Analysis of Trace Impurities in
Hydrogen by Gas Chromatography
November 10, 2022
10:00 a.m. PST 
Click here

Switch your GC from Helium to
Hydrogen: Save Time, Money, and the
Planet!
November 10, 2022 
2:00 PM PST
Click here

Developing an Integrated High-
Throughput Workflow for Microgram-
Scale Purification
November 15, 2022
8:00 a.m. PST
Click here

Executive Committee Meeting
Dates 2022

                      6:30– 8:00 PM                       



     Thursday, November   3



Zoom Meeting

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
http://tinyurl.com/bdcrst52
http://tinyurl.com/2p8htmnn
http://tinyurl.com/yc8rmke2
http://tinyurl.com/2p86csd9
http://tinyurl.com/2z6wd58h
http://tinyurl.com/yr37xheb
http://tinyurl.com/4z5p6tyx
http://tinyurl.com/2nwt4r4t
http://tinyurl.com/2j2sexum
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405


SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our 2022 Chair, Juan Gonzalez-
Gonzalez at jpgg@sandiegoacs.org.   Once
approved, Juan will see that your announcement is
published on our website (www.sandiegoacs.org)
and, if received by the 20th of the month before the
event, in The San Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a
free service of the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take
advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 20th of each month will be
published by the end of that month. 

For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All contents are published at the discretion of the
Section's Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for items submitted is the
20th  of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?

If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship
opportunities, here is a list of contacts you’ll want
to keep handy. The people listed below are the
faculty advisors of the ACS Student Affiliate
groups for all chemistry programs in San Diego
County. These professors can get the word out
to all chemistry and biochemistry majors at their
schools about jobs, career fairs, open houses,
etc.

California State University, San Marcos
Jacqueline Trischman   
trischma@csusm.edu            
760-750-4206     

Point Loma Nazarene University
Vacant

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

San Diego Miramar College
Vacant

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 
619-421-6700x5947 

University of California, San Diego 
Jeremy Klosterman
jkk@ucsd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu
619 260-4033

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

SECTION E-MAIL LISTSERVER!

Get up-to-the-minute reminders of
Section or local events of interest.

To subscribe to our moderated listserver:

Send an e-mail with SUBSCRIBE TO
LISTSERVER in the subject line, and your
name and e-mail in the body of the
message to Ken Poggenburg at
jkp135@att.net

YOUR AD HERE





 Your ad in the next issue of



THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST



For information contact: 



Carolina Ibarra



 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu
mailto:jkp135@att.net


UPCOMING EVENTS 2022












**********





UNWRAPPING THE SCIENCE 
OF CHOCOLATE

November 17, 2022
Click here to register








**********





   SD-ACS Virtual Annual Meeting/
Cheese & Charcuterie Tasting

  December 8, 2022
Click here to register






**********









https://forms.gle/Zrs8LgSgsXAwtXQf7
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sd-acs-virtual-annual-meetingcheese-charcuterie-tasting-tickets-456312842997


MINUTES

San Diego Section, American Chemical Society
Executive Committee – Zoom Meeting

Oct. 6, 2022, 6:30 p.m.



Attendees: Sean Anderson, Surya De, Juan Gonzales-Gonzales (Chair), Desiree Grubisha
(Treasurer), Carolina Ibarra, Val Kuck, Julann Miller, Ken Poggenburg, Jim Shih, Ryan Smith, Bill
Szabo, Bill Tolley (Secretary), Jackie Trischman, Christina Vialva

ExComm Minutes for August (BT / JGG) -- Approved
Action: BT get election only roster.

Monthly seminars (VK) –Past: Sept. 22, Nick Davie, Transparent Solar Cells, 43 attendees;
upcoming – Oct. 18, John Rogers – extensively awarded for his work – topic of biosoluble
electronics; Nov. 17 -- Jackie Trischman – the chemistry of chocolate.

Distinguished Scientist Award Banquet (JS) – Dr. Ben Cravatt, Scripps Research, Oct. 19 at
The Butcher Shop, need to give count by Oct. 14, Dr. Cravatt’s lab has several who would like
to attend; $35 per person for ACS members, $25 for student members; Section awards to Val
Kuck as Volunteer of the Year, and Jackie Trischman, Committee Chair Award, to be presented
at the same meeting.

ChemExpo (JT) – Currently 12 exhibit booths, 4 stage demos, 2 more stage shows possible, no
Scout activity this year, 1 – 2 volunteers needed at 8-10 am to help set up. 

Nominations (JGG) – Carolina has received bios for candidates; Jackie to arrange ballot for
distribution to member e-mails.

Western Regional Meeting (SA) – Oct. 19 – 22, Las Vegas, coordinating meeting announced
but no date available at this point.

Fall Picnic (JGG) – Canceled due to conflicts in schedules.

IPG – Cooking with Chemistry (JGG) – Arranging for Feb. with topic of chocolate in time for
Valentine’s Day.



MINUTES

Seminar Beer and Brewing (JGG) -- Novo Brazil Brewery Jan. 26, 2023, suggestion to redirect
funds originally slated for picnic – projected cost of $2600, expecting $10 admission to help
ensure registrants will attend.
Motion: Redirect picnic funds to this event -- Approved

Annual Meeting (JGG) – Question about in-person vs. virtual event, consensus to stay virtual
with topic possibly related to desserts, target for Dec. 8
Action: Jim Shih to talk with Venissimo about availability to schedule food delivery in time for
a Year-end Meeting.

Law Committee (RS) – Don Lewis wrote up the patent for click chemistry and volunteered to
give a presentation regarding back story of the science behind the Nobel Prize.

Treasurer’s Report DG) – Income: local section dues $7010; IPG funds have not arrived;
expenses: deposit for Chem Expo $3300, deposit for Distinguished Scientist Banquet $500,
councilor travel $7080, Newsletter preparation $225, social media $80, storage locker $220

Adjourn: 8:03 p.m.

Next meeting: Nov. 3



2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS



SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair              Juan P. Gonzalez-Gonzalez, Southwestern College, jpgg@sandiegoacs.org                            (2022)             619-813-8520
Chair-Elect
Past Chair     Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co, jshih@sandiegoacs.org                                                                                (2022)              626-826-3561
Secretary     William Tolley, Seacoast Science, Inc., b_tolley@juno.com                                                            (2022)              858-780-0978
Treasurer     Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                             (2022)              858-254-5497
Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                              (2022)              858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                       (2024)              858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2024)              858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2023)             973-744-5510
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                        (2022)              858-414-3323
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2024)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors
      Julann Miller                                                                                                                                                               (2023)             
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                        (2022)             760-635-2573
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2022)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2024)             626-826-3561
     Shannon Woodruff, HP Inc.                                                                                                                                     (2023)             949-735-9021 
Members-at-Large
      Sean Anderson, Application Specialist, 3M                                                                                                         (2024)             661-714-6174
      Leeza Gutierrez-Ramirez                                                                                                                                         (2024)             619-601-3612
      James O'Brien, TE Connectivity                                                                                                                              (2023)             858-336-0654
      Bill Szabo                                                                                                                                                                     (2022)             858-550-0306
      Joann Um, Southwestern College                                                                                                                          (2022)             510-823-8637
      Christina Vialva, Southwestern College                                                                                                                (2024)             951-287-4503

STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                    858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                 760-635-2573
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee
      OPEN (Chair)     
      Tammy Dwyer USD                                                                                                                                                                            619-260-4030
      Barbara Sawrey                                                                                                                                                                                   858-729-0689
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                                858-204-5412
Education Committee
      Joann Um (Chair), Southwestern College                                                                                                                                      510-823-8637
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                          619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     Bill Szabo (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                                   858-550-0306
     OPEN 
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                  760-635-2573
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                     858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                        858-638-1866
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN
Outreach Committee
      Kevin McCowen, Wyatt Technology                                                                                                                                            801-719-0511
      Julann Miller                                                                                                                                                                                     
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                       626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      Ken Poggenburg (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                   760-635-2573
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
Younger Chemists Committee
      Kristen Counsell, Drawbridge                                                                                                                                                          319-830-3097
      Christopher Fisher, CG Life,                                                                                                                                                              860-455-5297
      Alexander Rovira, Janssen Research and Development                                                                                                            858-784-3013
      Voice Mail – San Diego Section                                                                                                                                                        619-687-5570 


