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Dear esteemed members,

I hope you enjoyed some time with friends and family for Thanksgiving. I am thankful
to all of you for helping our Local Section have another great year. This year, I was
privileged to serve as Chair to lead our Section’s transition away from purely remote
programming. I am humbled to be able to serve as your 2023 Chair and look forward
to working with my colleagues to continue to provide you with novel opportunities to
interact and learn with fellow members. On that note, I would like to thank our
dynamic duo of culinary chemistry, Jackie Trischman and Robyn Araiza, for hosting
last month’s delectable hybrid event on the chemistry of chocolate. 
 
Our final event of the year will take place on December 8th at 6:30 PM. Join us for our
(virtual) annual meeting, which will be paired with a cheese, wine, and charcuterie
tasting. During the meeting, I will formally announce the winners of this year’s elections
and provide a preview of the exciting events and opportunities we have lined up for
you in 2023. Leading our tasting presentation is our favorite Cheesemonger, Robert
Graff, from Venissimo Cheese. You may register for the virtual meeting by clicking
here. 
 
One event you will hear a lot about in the coming weeks is our upcoming collaboration
with Novo Brazil Brewery in Otay Ranch. Join us on the evening of January 12th for a
delightful presentation on the Chemistry of Beer and Brewing, which will be paired
with a networking event. Presenting at the event is my colleague, David Hecht, Ph.D.,
who teaches a class on the chemistry of beer at Southwestern College and the Novo
Brazil master brewers. Register for the event here.
 
Lastly, I would also like to recognize and congratulate one of the finest organic
chemists of our time who calls San Diego home, Prof. Barry Sharpless from the
Scripps Research Institute. This year, Dr. Sharpless joined an elite club of Laureates
who have won multiple Nobels and is the second person in history to win the Nobel in
Chemistry twice (the first was Frederick Sanger). Dr. Sharpless won his first Nobel Prize 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sd-acs-virtual-annual-meetingcheese-charcuterie-tasting-tickets-456312842997
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on chirally catalyzed oxidation reactions in 2001. Dr. Sharpless received this year’s Prize
for his work on “click” and bioorthogonal chemistry. It is an understatement to say that
Dr. Sharpless’s contributions to organic chemistry have profoundly affected the
development of many pharmaceutical products. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful holiday season and can share it with your closest friends
and family. Thank you for a great 2022!

With gratitude,

Juan Gonzalez
2022 Chair, San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society
Email: jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
Web: www.sandiegoacs.org
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EVENT

SD-ACS Virtual Annual Meeting
cheese and charcuterie tasting




DATE:  December 8, 2022

TIME:   6:30-8PM
 
PLACE:    Zoom

RSVP :  Register here!



Rob Graff started at Venissimo Cheese as a  cheese monger back in 2008. He has
traveled the world to meet cheese makers & learn everything he can about what 
 makes cheese so incredible and loved.
Rob is the inspiration behind Venissimo’s Academy of Cheese, AOC, an educational and  
event group that he started in 2009. He keeps things cheesy and makes the  
artisanal more approachable.
Rob continues to grow the AOC every day by  constantly adding new classes and
private event  offerings.

About the speakers

About the talk

Rob will giving a fun & educational cheese talk that will cover history, geography,
pairing, and how the cheese is made. 

Rob Graff 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sd-acs-virtual-annual-meetingcheese-charcuterie-tasting-tickets-456312842997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sd-acs-virtual-annual-meetingcheese-charcuterie-tasting-tickets-456312842997
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UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

End-of-the-year Meeting 
2022



 6:30– 8:00 PM 

                       December  8                      



   Zoom Meeting

Discovery and Characterization of
Oligonucleotide Therapeutics
December 1, 2022
8:00 a.m. PST
Click here

Flexible Automation: A New Approach
to Meet Evolving Chemistry Challenges
December 6, 2022
8:00 a.m. PST 
Click here

New Advancements in Preparing Solid
and Semi-Solid Samples for POPs
Analysis
December 7, 2022
8:00 a.m. PST
Click here

Polymer Characterization Using Field-
Flow Fractionation Combined with
Multi-Angle Light Scattering
December 8, 2022
8:00 a.m. PST
Click here

Optimizing Pharmaceutical Powder
Characterization: 5 Key Techniques
December 13, 2022
10:00 a.m. PST 
Click here

The Search for the Worst Science Photo!:
What Makes a Good (or Bad) Stock
Photo?
December 1, 2022 
11:00 a.m. PST
Click here

Trade Secrets and Economic Espionage
in the 21st Century
December 8, 2022 
2:00 p.m. PST
Click here

Chemistry and the Economy: Break In
Case of Emergency!
December 15, 2022 
11:00 a.m. PST
Click here

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
http://tinyurl.com/26yt2w7n
http://tinyurl.com/2tuhsb3r
http://tinyurl.com/46ma5ddd
http://tinyurl.com/2abfjjy8
http://tinyurl.com/ya4akcve
http://tinyurl.com/2s3jvfwb
http://tinyurl.com/4xntf9mw
http://tinyurl.com/5bny59vx


SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our 2022 Chair, Juan Gonzalez-
Gonzalez at jpgg@sandiegoacs.org.   Once
approved, Juan will see that your announcement is
published on our website (www.sandiegoacs.org)
and, if received by the 20th of the month before the
event, in The San Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a
free service of the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take
advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 20th of each month will be
published by the end of that month. 

For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All contents are published at the discretion of the
Section's Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for items submitted is the
20th  of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?

If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship
opportunities, here is a list of contacts you’ll want
to keep handy. The people listed below are the
faculty advisors of the ACS Student Affiliate
groups for all chemistry programs in San Diego
County. These professors can get the word out
to all chemistry and biochemistry majors at their
schools about jobs, career fairs, open houses,
etc.

California State University, San Marcos
Jacqueline Trischman   
trischma@csusm.edu            
760-750-4206     

Point Loma Nazarene University
Vacant

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

San Diego Miramar College
Vacant

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 
619-421-6700x5947 

University of California, San Diego 
Jeremy Klosterman
jkk@ucsd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu
619 260-4033

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

SECTION E-MAIL LISTSERVER!

Get up-to-the-minute reminders of
Section or local events of interest.

To subscribe to our moderated listserver:

Send an e-mail with SUBSCRIBE TO
LISTSERVER in the subject line, and your
name and e-mail in the body of the
message to Ken Poggenburg at
jkp135@att.net

YOUR AD HERE





 Your ad in the next issue of



THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST



For information contact: 



Carolina Ibarra



 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu
mailto:jkp135@att.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2022














**********





   SD-ACS Virtual Annual Meeting/
Cheese & Charcuterie Tasting

  December 8, 2022
Click here to register






**********





Chemistry of Beer and Brewing
Networking Event
January 12, 2023

Click here to register!







https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sd-acs-virtual-annual-meetingcheese-charcuterie-tasting-tickets-456312842997
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/chemistry-of-beer-and-brewing-networking-event-tickets-475703320437


MINUTES

San Diego Section, American Chemical Society
Executive Committee – Zoom Meeting

Nov. 3, 2022, 6:30 p.m.



Attendees: Sean Anderson, Surya De, Juan Gonzales-Gonzales (Chair), Julann Miller, Ken
Poggenburg, Jim Shih, Bill Tolley (Secretary), Jackie Trischman

Visitor: Barbara Zazueta

ExComm Minutes for October (BT / JGG) -- No quorum for voting

October Monthly Lecture (JGG) – John Rogers -- biosoluble electronics, one of best attended
~60, very interesting presentation

Distinguished Scientist Award Banquet (JS) – 46 attendees, especially good attendance from
students, meeting went smoothly

January Monthly Lecture: Beer and Brewing Event (JGG) – Thurs. Jan 12, venue waived fee
for using location, proposing that Section cover cost for 1 drink per attendee, encourage
attendance by guests, need to confirm ages because of serving alcohol, proposing registration
fee of $10

February Monthly Seminar: Chemistry of Chocolate (JT) – Speakers: Profs. Jackie Trischman
and Robyn Araiza, Nov. 17, ACS Student Club at CSUSM to introduce the speaker, Dr.
Bronner’s (lab detergent manufacturer) also makes chocolates and will donate 28 chocolate
bars, Robyn Araiza

Elections (JT) – Plan to e-mail ballots on Monday Nov. 6

Yearly Wrap-up (JS) – Virtual meeting, Cheese & Sweets plate from Venissimo, Venissimo will
make Christmas stollen bread as part of the food, last year was a challenge to transfer info
from Eventbrite to Venissimo order, Rob from Venissimo will give a discussion of the food
offerings; costs: members free for cheese plate and self pick-up, $16 for wine choice, non-
member with delivery $50, limit cheese order to 50 persons
Action: need to have registration option for virtual attendance at meeting only



MINUTES

Chemist with Superpowers (JGG) – Opportunity to highlight work of Section members in San
Diego Chemist Newsletter, suggestion to vote for recipients to pay for their memberships

Announcements (JGG) – Will work with Robyn Araiza on Feb. monthly seminar, topic of food
chemistry

Adjourn: 7:25 p.m.

Next meeting: Dec. 8 (Annual Year-end Meeting)



2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS



SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair              Juan P. Gonzalez-Gonzalez, Southwestern College, jpgg@sandiegoacs.org                            (2022)             619-813-8520
Chair-Elect
Past Chair     Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co, jshih@sandiegoacs.org                                                                                (2022)              626-826-3561
Secretary     William Tolley, Seacoast Science, Inc., b_tolley@juno.com                                                            (2022)              858-780-0978
Treasurer     Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                             (2022)              858-254-5497
Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                              (2022)              858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                       (2024)              858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2024)              858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2023)             973-744-5510
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                        (2022)              858-414-3323
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2024)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors
      Julann Miller                                                                                                                                                               (2023)             
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                        (2022)             760-635-2573
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2022)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2024)             626-826-3561
     Shannon Woodruff, HP Inc.                                                                                                                                     (2023)             949-735-9021 
Members-at-Large
      Sean Anderson, Application Specialist, 3M                                                                                                         (2024)             661-714-6174
      Leeza Gutierrez-Ramirez                                                                                                                                         (2024)             619-601-3612
      James O'Brien, TE Connectivity                                                                                                                              (2023)             858-336-0654
      Bill Szabo                                                                                                                                                                     (2022)             858-550-0306
      Joann Um, Southwestern College                                                                                                                          (2022)             510-823-8637
      Christina Vialva, Southwestern College                                                                                                                (2024)             951-287-4503

STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                    858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                 760-635-2573
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee
      OPEN (Chair)     
      Tammy Dwyer USD                                                                                                                                                                            619-260-4030
      Barbara Sawrey                                                                                                                                                                                   858-729-0689
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                                858-204-5412
Education Committee
      Joann Um (Chair), Southwestern College                                                                                                                                      510-823-8637
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                          619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     Bill Szabo (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                                   858-550-0306
     OPEN 
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                  760-635-2573
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2022 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                     858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                        858-638-1866
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN
Outreach Committee
      Kevin McCowen, Wyatt Technology                                                                                                                                            801-719-0511
      Julann Miller                                                                                                                                                                                     
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                       626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      Ken Poggenburg (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                   760-635-2573
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
Younger Chemists Committee
      Kristen Counsell, Drawbridge                                                                                                                                                          319-830-3097
      Christopher Fisher, CG Life,                                                                                                                                                              860-455-5297
      Alexander Rovira, Janssen Research and Development                                                                                                            858-784-3013
      Voice Mail – San Diego Section                                                                                                                                                        619-687-5570 


