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Dear esteemed members,

As summer begins to give way to fall, the long summer days are beginning to wane,
and chemistry students of all ages are starting to gear up to return to classes. I am
pleased to inform you that the Local Section is working on exciting events for our final
quarter such as Chem Expo, the Distinguished Scientist Award Banquet, and our
Monthly Seminar Series. I am looking forward to the return of the Local Section
Annual Picnic on Saturday, September 23 at 12 PM. It has been over three years since
we last held this time-honored tradition. At the Annual Picnic you will enjoy delicious
tacos from Chuchy’s Taqueria, a dessert contest, and a family-friendly atmosphere.
The Annual Picnic is a free event for ACS members and their guests. Click here to
reserve your spot! 

Do you have ideas to make our chemically-minded community better? Are you looking
to improve your resume with leadership experience? Would you like to expand your
network in a meaningful way? If you answered yes to any of these questions, the Local
Section has various opportunities available. Are you an early or pre-career chemist?
Your peers need your representation at the table. Consider joining the Younger
Chemists Committee (YCC), running for a Member-At-Large position, or both! 
 
Even if you have never served on a board or committee, do not let that deter you. I
would eager take anyone wanting to make a difference under my wing and show them
the ropes. Are you someone with previous leadership experience? We will have several
vacant positions available without an incumbent including Chair, Chair-elect,
Secretary, and Alternate Councilor. The deadline to declare candidacy is
September 30. Please email Carolina Ibarra (cibarra@sandiegoacs.org) to declare your
candidacy. Click here to learn about the roles and responsibilities.

CHAIR NOTES

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acs-annual-picnic-tickets-677602596607?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/about/governance/charter/lsbylaws/san-diego.pdf


If you will be attending the ACS National Meeting in San Francisco this month, I
encourage you to come by the San Diego Local Section booth and say hello.

With gratitude,
 

Juan Gonzalez
2023 Chair, San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society
Discord: @g-orbital
E-mail: jpgg@sandiegoacs.org 
Web: www.sandiegoacs.org

CHAIR NOTES

mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/


UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

Executive Committee Meeting
Dates  2023

    6:30– 8:00 PM    
 

September 7
October 5

November 2
December 7 

 Zoom Meeting

Anticuerpos Monoclonales: Plataformas de
Purificación y Oportunidades de Desarrollo
August 16, 2023 @ 2:00 PM PST
Click here!

AI for Learning, Teaching, and Writing
August 10, 2023 @ 11:00 AM PST
Click here!

Revising Technical Manuscripts: Improving
Coherence, Clarity & Conciseness
August 3, 2023 @ 11:00 AM PST
Click here!

How the Chemical Complexity of Aerosols
Impacts Climate and Disease
August 2, 2023 @ 11:00 AM PST
Click here!

Mechanistic Pharmacology and Support
to New Modalities
August 29, 2023 @ 8:00 AM PST
Click here!

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/anticuerpos-monoclonales.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/ai-in-education.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/revising-technical-manuscripts-improving-coherence-clarity.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/aerosols.html
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinar_WuXiAppTec_8_29_23?partnerref=CENonline


EVENTS

Tuesday, October 17, 2023
ACS Distinguished Scientist Award Dinner

Award Winner: Dr. Jean Cui, Scientific Founder,
 President and CEO at BlossomHill Therapeutics, Inc.

Location:  The Butcher Shop
Time: TBD

 
 

 ***************
 
 

Tuesday, October 24, 2023
Topic: Nirmatrelvir development story

ACS/SABPA Seminar
Speaker: Ms. Nga Do, Principal Scientist at Pfizer

Location: virtual
Time: TBD

 
 

 ****************
 
 

Tuesday, November 7, 2023
ACS/SABPA Seminar

Topic: CMC/process development of each company’s 
KRAS G12C inhibitors

Speakers:
Dr. Chengyi Chen, 

VP of Chemistry Process R&D at Mirati Adagrasib (MRTX849) 
Dr. Xiaohu Deng,

 Former Head of CMC at Wellspring Biosciences
Dr. Haiming Zhang, 

Distinguished Scientist and Director at Genentech
Location: TBD
Time: TBD

 
 
 
 
 
 





SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our 2022 Chair, Juan Gonzalez-
Gonzalez at jpgg@sandiegoacs.org.   Once
approved, Juan will see that your announcement is
published on our website (www.sandiegoacs.org)
and, if received by the 20th of the month before the
event, in The San Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a
free service of the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take
advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 20th of each month will be
published by the end of that month. 

For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All contents are published at the discretion of the
Section's Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for items submitted is the
20th  of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?

If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship
opportunities, here is a list of contacts you’ll want
to keep handy. The people listed below are the
faculty advisors of the ACS Student Affiliate
groups for all chemistry programs in San Diego
County. These professors can get the word out
to all chemistry and biochemistry majors at their
schools about jobs, career fairs, open houses,
etc.

California State University, San Marcos
Jacqueline Trischman   
trischma@csusm.edu            
760-750-4206     

Point Loma Nazarene University
Vacant

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

San Diego Miramar College
Vacant

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 
619-421-6700x5947 

University of California, San Diego 
Jeremy Klosterman
jkk@ucsd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu
619 260-4033

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

SECTION E-MAIL LISTSERVER!

Get up-to-the-minute reminders of
Section or local events of interest.

To subscribe to our moderated listserver:

Send an e-mail with SUBSCRIBE TO
LISTSERVER in the subject line, and your
name and e-mail in the body of the
message to Ken Poggenburg at
jkp135@att.net

YOUR AD HERE
 
 

 Your ad in the next issue of
 

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST
 

For information contact: 
 

Carolina Ibarra
 

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu
mailto:jkp135@att.net


2023 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

 
SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair              Juan P. Gonzalez-Gonzalez, Southwestern College, jpgg@sandiegoacs.org                            (2023)             619-813-8520
Chair-Elect
Past Chair     Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co, jshih@sandiegoacs.org                                                                                (2023)              626-826-3561
Secretary     William Tolley, Seacoast Science, Inc., b_tolley@juno.com                                                            (2023)              858-780-0978
Treasurer     Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                             (2023)              858-254-5497
Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                              (2025)              858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                       (2024)              858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2024)              858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2023)             973-744-5510
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                        (2025)              858-414-3323
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2024)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors
      Julann Miller                                                                                                                                                               (2023)            
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2025)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2024)             626-826-3561
     Shannon Woodruff, HP Inc.                                                                                                                                     (2023)             949-735-9021 
Members-at-Large
      Sean Anderson, Application Specialist, 3M                                                                                                         (2024)             661-714-6174
      James O'Brien, TE Connectivity                                                                                                                              (2023)             858-336-0654
      Bill Szabo                                                                                                                                                                     (2025)             858-550-0306
      Christina Vialva, Southwestern College                                                                                                                (2024)             951-287-4503

STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                                858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                 760-635-2573
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee
      OPEN (Chair)     
      Tammy Dwyer USD                                                                                                                                                                            619-260-4030
      Barbara Sawrey                                                                                                                                                                                   858-729-0689
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                                858-204-5412
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                                                  858-337-4961
Education Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                          619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     David Wallace  (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                         858-204-5412
     Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                                            619-744-2220                                                   
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
      Ken Poggenburg                                                                                                                                                                                  760-635-2573
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2023 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                     858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                        858-638-1866
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN                                                                                                
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                       626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      Ken Poggenburg (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                   760-635-2573
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
Younger Chemists Committee
     OPEN


