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Dear esteemed members,

As we step into the blooming month of April, I would like to extend warm greetings to
each of you. It's an exciting time for our community as we embrace the changing seasons
and look forward to Earth Week. I welcome you to consider joining our Local Section in
giving back to our community by participating in the annual Creek to Bay Cleanup
hosted by I Love a Clean San Diego, on April 20. Many times, planned events can result in
the generation of much waste, so I am eager to promote an activity where we can give
back to our beautiful surroundings. You can register to participate in any of our two
events: Chula Vista-Otay Valley Regional Park or Mission Valley-San Diego River.

Reflecting on the past month, I'd like to take a moment to highlight some key moments
that were a pleasure to experience through engaging with our community:

If you joined us at this year’s Super STEM Saturday at CSU San Marcos, I hope you
had a wonderful time! Complimentary to the excellent weather, I had a wonderful
time engaging with some of our student members, checking out their experiment
demos, and seeing the joy on so many young scientists’ faces. I’d especially like to
highlight the contributions and hard work of Jackie Trischman and Juan Gonzalez
from our Executive Committee in making this event the biggest Super STEM Saturday
yet!

1.

Sincere congratulations to the winners of the Greater San Diego Science and
Engineering Fair. Your stellar presentations will carry you far in your professional
career path, and I appreciate Jim Shih in his continuous efforts to see the event return
next year.

2.

In closing, I want to express my gratitude to each of you for your unwavering commitment
and dedication. It's your passion, enthusiasm, and engagement that make our community
vibrant and resilient.

Warm regards,

Christina Vialva
San Diego ACS Chair
Email: cvialva@sandiegoacs.org

CHAIR NOTES
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1st Place - Zhizhen Chen, The Cambridge School High School
"Effect of Temperature on Oxidation Speeds"

Junior Division

2nd Place - Fuaad Dodi & Yusuf Ahmad, Bright Horizon 
Academy 6-8

"Does Cooking Method Affect Protein Content?"

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2024



3rd Place - Myla Fitzgerald, De Portola Middle School
"Spherification vs. pH:  A Molecular Gastronomy Experiment"

Junior Division

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2024



2nd Place - Vibha Yadav Ganji & Vidha Yadav Ganji, Del Norte High School
"Targeting the Ribonucleoprotein Complex Assembly as Therapy for

Heroin Use Disorder (HUD)"

1st Place - David He, Westview High School
"Utilizing Genetically Engineered Ocean Bacteria to Degrade Microplastics"

Senior Division

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2024



3rd Place -  Juhyeok Lee (Scripps Ranch High School) & 
Yechan Park (Otay Ranch High School)

"Using pH to Control the Hydrophobic or Hydrophilic Character of 
Silicon Wafers"

Senior Division

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2024



Judges:
James Shih, Jackie Trischman,  Karrie Kwok, 

Ramkrishna De, Melissa Allen, Sai Chava,
Clare Hermanson, Deblina Ghosh, Gerry Hoffman,

Brad Savall, Chris Olson and Dileep Nair

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2024



Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2024



Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2024















UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

Executive Committee Meeting
Dates  2024

    6:30– 8:00 PM    
 April 11
May 2nd
June 6th
July 4th

 August 1st
 September 5th

October 3rd
November 7th
 December 5th

 Zoom Meeting

Accelerating Discovery with AI: Self-
Driving Laboratories
ACS Webinars
April 12, 2024 @ 11AM PST
Click here

Eliminating Malaria: Unraveling the
Mysteries of Parasitic Transmission and
Metamorphosis
ACS Webinars
April 25, 2024 @ 8 AM PST
Click here

Inclusive Science: Making STEM
Accessible for Everyone
ACS Webinars
April 11, 2024 @ 11AM PST
Click here

How Leading Skin Care Innovator
Beiersdorf Leverages Digitalization in
Sustainable Global Product Development
c&en webinars
April 18, 2024 @ 8AM PST
Click here

Safety Considerations for the
Development of Antibody-Drug
Conjugates
c&en webinars
April 24, 2024 @ 8AM PST 
Click here 

Scale-up and Production of Key Lipids
Used in mRNA Delivery Systems
c&en webinars
April 25, 2024
8:00 AM PST
Click here

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/self-driving-laboratories.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/eliminating-malaria.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/inclusive-science.html
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinar_Uncountable_4_18_24?partnerref=CENonline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinar_BioIVT_4_24_24?partnerref=CENonline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinar_BioIVT_4_24_24?partnerref=CENonline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinar_Curia_4_25_24?partnerref=CENonline
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Who can participate :

ACS Student Chapters

Graduate Student
Organizations

What to do :

Send your info. before the 15th
of each month
Fill in this form

More Info. contact
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

SHOW OFF YOUR
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Register here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2vY7zwHWWND89dpNCxhilSTdUkFz3dRE9TmIS9s7Rq9bXLg/viewform?usp=sf_link


MINUTES

San Diego Section, American Chemical Society 
Executive Committee – Zoom Meeting 

March 7th, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

Attendees: Ryan Smith, Juan Gonzalez, Christina Vialva, Desiree Grubisha, Harshada Sapre,
Surya De, Jim Shih, Jackie Trischman, Max Mahler, Joan Schellinger, Mark Tichenor, Jiyue Chen,
Sean Anderson. 
Meeting convened: 6:35 pm 

Changes/Approval of February Minutes
Motion: Approve February 2024 Minutes — Approved 

Treasurer's Report (DG):
Line 40: $5000 used to sponsor Super STEM Saturday 

Updated Bylaws Status Report (CV/JG/RS):
 Submitted proposal was not immediately approved. Meeting with Mark O’Brian concluded
that operations can continue with Christina as chair since there is no contestion. Bylaw
committee has 15 months to make edits and then sent out to members. ⅔ of the members
have to approve. In the event of a congestion arising, Christina can continue as chair due to
her being a college graduate provided she switches to a regular ACS membership instead of
student. 

Super STEM Saturday 
 Taking place at CSUSM on March 9th 2024. SD ACS will be a sponsor in the amount of $5000.
SD ACS will have a table at the CSUSM student affiliates booth in an effort to rescurit. 116
booths confirmed. 

GSDSEF (JS) 
 Event occurring on March 13th 2024. 9 Judges confirmed. Venue has been changed to
Municipal Gym in Balboa Park. Parking Instructions will be sent out to judges. 11 am Judges
will convene for project delegation, and students will be at lunch. Students will be interviewed
for 2 rounds between 12-2pm. 2-3 pm for awards. Potentially need to trim down the number
of projects due to limited time. 



MINUTES

Chemistry Olympiad (JS) 
Joan Schellinger is a professor at USD in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry.
Head of Chemistry Olympiad. 12-15 students from local exams (March 9 and 10) move to
national. 20 top scoring students of the 1000 who take the national exam go to study camp. 4
are chosen to represent the US in the international chemistry olympiad. Local exam is on
March 9-10, 133 confirmed, 149 registered. Students must register through the ACS portal
due to exam leakage last year. 110 minutes, 60 MC questions. Volunteers needed for the
national exam on April 21 2024 (3 part exam). Scores from local screening exams will not be
released to the students. Release of local section scores to students can be sent without
violation of FERPA rights. Request to release scores of local section students without violation
of FERPA rights via ACS ID given to each student upon registration. Some other local sections
do release scores but have low participation. Advised not to release scores due to further
questions from parents about ranking and scoring guidelines. 

Med Chem Symposium Update (MT): 
 Event taking place July 12th at UCSD. First time taking palace in person since 2019. New UCSD
partner Fleur Fergueson. Consider shortening the event to 4-6 talk and make it a half day
event. Partnering with Tao Wu from SAPA. April Wakaoski from UCSD Michael Herb from
Scripps, Peter Wong Zentalis. 4 speakers confirmed. Registration information will be sent
closer to May/June. 

April Events (CV/JG) 
2 events: White Labs Brewery Tours and Creek to Bay Cleanup 
Thursday April 4th 6pm-8pm. Maximum 40 participants for a tour of White Labs Brewery.
Further Information will be provided for Bay Cleanup. 

Possible May Event 
 Building a Portfolio in STEM event to push recruiting for the section and cater to younger
members. In person event to build a successful portfolio in STEM. Offering participants to get
a complimentary professional headshot. Resume advice, guidance on interviewing. Potentially
get people from the HR department. Prices would be around $1500. Looking for alternate
photographers for around 15-20 complimentary headshots. 

Meeting adjourned: 8:00 pm



SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our 2022 Chair, Juan Gonzalez-
Gonzalez at jpgg@sandiegoacs.org.   Once
approved, Juan will see that your announcement is
published on our website (www.sandiegoacs.org)
and, if received by the 20th of the month before the
event, in The San Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a
free service of the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take
advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 20th of each month will be
published by the end of that month. 

For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All contents are published at the discretion of the
Section's Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for items submitted is the
20th  of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?

If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship
opportunities, here is a list of contacts you’ll want
to keep handy. The people listed below are the
faculty advisors of the ACS Student Affiliate
groups for all chemistry programs in San Diego
County. These professors can get the word out
to all chemistry and biochemistry majors at their
schools about jobs, career fairs, open houses,
etc.

California State University, San Marcos
Jacqueline Trischman   
trischma@csusm.edu            
760-750-4206     

Point Loma Nazarene University
Vacant

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

San Diego Miramar College
Vacant

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 
619-421-6700x5947 

University of California, San Diego 
Jeremy Klosterman
jkk@ucsd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu
619 260-4033

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu


2024 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair              Christina Vialva,  cvialva@sandiegoacs.org                                                                                     (2024)             951-287-4503
Chair-Elect
Past Chair    Juan Gonzalez-Gonzalez,  jpgg@sandiegoacs.org                                                                          (2023)             619-813-8520
Secretary      Harshada Sapre,  hsapre@ucsd.edu
Treasurer     Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                             (2024)              858-254-5497
Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                              (2025)              858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                       (2024)              858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2024)              858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2027)             973-744-5510
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                        (2025)              858-414-3323
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2024)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors        
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2025)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2024)             626-826-3561
      Juan Gonzalez-Gonzalez                                                                                                                                          (2027)             619-813-8520
      Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                  (2027)             619-744-2220 
Members-at-Large
      Sean Anderson, Application Specialist, 3M                                                                                                         (2024)             661-714-6174
      Max Mahler                                                                                                                                                                 (2027)
      Bill Szabo                                                                                                                                                                     (2025)             858-550-0306
STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                                858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee
      OPEN (Chair)     
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                                858-204-5412
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                                                  858-337-4961
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (2025) 858-361-8838
Education Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                          619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     David Wallace  (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                         858-204-5412
     Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                                            619-744-2220                                                   
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2024 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                     858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                        858-638-1866
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN                                                                                                
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                       626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      OPEN
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
Younger Chemists Committee
     OPEN


