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CHAIR NOTES

Dear Members of the American Chemical Society,

January was a very busy month, especially with the ACS Leadership Conference happening in
Houston, Texas. Jiyue and I traveled there to deepen our knowledge of the ACS and make
connections with other ACS leaders. It was a great experience, which I recommend to anyone
else who is interested in taking on a higher role within the ACS. It was also a great chance to
meet some of the chairs from other nearby areas, such as Riverside and Orange County.
Everyone left excited to return to our respective sections and put our new knowledge to use.
There is also a lot of excitement looking towards next year and the celebration of the ACS
150th anniversary.

As we step into the second month of 2025, I’m filled with excitement and optimism about the
opportunities ahead for our community. February is a time of renewal, growth, and reflection,
and it serves as a great moment to reconnect with the core values that make ACS such a
vibrant and essential part of the global scientific community.

A Time for Engagement and Reflection

This month, we’re gearing up for several important initiatives, events, and opportunities to
deepen our involvement in the broader scientific landscape. As we continue to face new
challenges and breakthroughs in chemistry, your contributions remain central to our shared
mission of advancing chemistry, improving lives, and shaping a sustainable future.

On Tuesday, February 25th, we invite you all to join us for an in person talk with Dr. Kromer
entitled, “Wildfire Effects on Soil and Air & Relevance to Firefighting and Society”. My
heart goes out to everyone that has been impacted by recent events in southern California,
and this talk is intended to highlight the environmental effects as well from the lens of
chemistry. We will have a lite dinner and social hour before the talk, where I hope to see
everyone. Make sure to RSVP soon as space is limited.

Recognizing Excellence

In February, we also celebrate the outstanding achievements within our community through
various awards and recognitions. Whether through nominations for ACS Fellows or
highlighting the impactful work of our members through the Local Sections, it is vital to
acknowledge the excellence that continues to emerge from our ranks. I encourage you to
nominate deserving colleagues for these prestigious honors. Together, we can celebrate the
diversity of talent and the groundbreaking work that keeps chemistry at the forefront of
innovation.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildfire-effects-on-soil-and-air-relevance-to-firefighting-and-society-tickets-1227005690049?aff=oddtdtcreator


CHAIR NOTES

Upcoming Events

One of the highlights of March is the Spring 2025 ACS National Meeting & Expo in San
Diego. This is a great opportunity to come together, collaborate, and showcase the latest
advancements in chemistry. From technical symposia to networking events, there’s something
for every member, whether you're just beginning your career or are an established expert in
your field. Please make sure to register early and take full advantage of the resources and
programs available. We are also hosting a Kids Zone as part of the ACS meeting and are
looking for volunteers who would like to teach our youth about glaciers and help with general
activities at this side event. Look for more information on our social media if you would like to
be a part of this!

Speaking of our youth, March also brings back SuperSTEM Saturday at CSU San Marcos.
Super STEM Saturday is a one-day festival that engages kids of all ages and their families to
the diverse and exciting fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics, known as
the STEM disciplines. Held in partnership with the College of Science, Technology, Engineering
& Mathematics at CSUSM and The Classical Academies, Super STEM Saturday has brought
science to life for more than 50,000 people in North San Diego County.

Looking Ahead

Finally, as we continue to navigate through an ever-changing global landscape, I am reminded
of the incredible resilience and adaptability of our community. I look forward to seeing how
we will collectively shape the future of chemistry, education, and scientific discovery in 2025
and beyond. Please remain engaged, share your thoughts, and continue to make the ACS a
beacon of excellence, inclusivity, and progress.

Thank you for your ongoing dedication and contributions to ACS. Together, we will continue to
make a difference in the world of chemistry and beyond.

Best regards,

Max Mahler
Jackie Trischman

https://www.csusm.edu/superstem/schedule.html


EVENT

About the Abstract:
 
In this talk, Dr. Kromer will share some interesting wildfire chemistry and its many impacts on
the environment and our communities. Wildfires have immense effects in these areas due to
chemical changes to the atmosphere and the underlying soil. In this general interest talk, Dr.
Kromer will discuss the various chemical processes that occur and how these processes can
affect us on the local and national scales, such as through effects on water treatment for low-
income municipalities as well as on air quality across the country.

About the Speaker:

Matt Kromer is an alumnus of CSUSM, where he developed a passion for chemistry. After
acquiring a Ph.D. in electrochemistry from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, he
returned to CSUSM as a lecturer during the pandemic. He currently teaches at Stanford
University but still enjoys teaching Chemistry of Wildfires at CSUSM each summer as a part of
the Wildfire Science and the Urban Interface program. Combustion is, after all, “just” a redox
reaction, which gave him some prerequisite knowledge to teach the subject.

Wildfire Effects on Soil and Air & Relevance to
Firefighting and Society 

Matt Kromer, Ph.D
Lecturer  Stanford 
UniversityRegister here

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wildfire-effects-on-soil-and-air-relevance-to-firefighting-and-society-tickets-1227005690049?aff=oddtdtcreator


UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

Executive Committee Meeting
Dates  2025

    6:30– 8:00 PM    

March 6th,
 April 3rd, 
May 1st,
 June 5th,
 July 10th,

 August 7th,
 September 4th,

 October 2nd,
 November 6th,
 December 4th.
 Zoom Meeting

Plastics Circularity: Origins and New
Developments in Recycling
ACS Webinars February 13, 2025 @ 10AM
Click here

What Every Industrial Chemist Should
Know: Ethics and Legal Considerations
ACS Webinars February 19, 2025
Click here

Desarrollando Materiales Orgánicos
para Aplicaciones Bio-electrónicas y
Electroquímicas
ACS Webinars February 26, 2025
Click here

Innovative LC/MS Techniques for
Oligonucleotide Analysis Without Ion
Pairing Reagents
FIRST SESSION: January 29, 2025
SECOND SESSION: February 19, 2025
Click here

How to Break Through to Reach Science
Deniers
ACS Webinars February 27, 2025
Facebook LinkedIn X Pinterest Email
Click here

From Challenges to Solutions:
Revolutionizing Moisture Analysis with
NIR and Titration
February 12, 2025 @ 10AM 
Click here

High-Performance Materials
Discovery: A Decade of Cloud-Enabled
Breakthroughs
February 26, 2025 @ 8AM
Click here

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/plastics-circularity.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/ethics-and-legal-issues-for-chemists.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/aplicaciones-bio-electronicas-y-electroquimicas.html
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinar_Agilent_Oligonucleotide?partnerref=CENonline2
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/science-deniers.html
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinars_Metrohm_Analysis?partnerref=CENonline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinars_Schrodinger_Materials?partnerref=CENonline


Volunteers needed 

DATE:
SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 2025

* If you are willing to work a few hours between
   9am and 4pm at our ACS booth, 
   email Jackie Trischman at  
   trischman@csusm.edu

*Any necessary training materials will be sent ahead of 
  the event.



https://www.csusm.edu/superstem/index.html


https://www.acs.org/education/outreach/acs-kids-zone.html






SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our 2022 Chair, Juan Gonzalez-
Gonzalez at jpgg@sandiegoacs.org.   Once
approved, Juan will see that your announcement is
published on our website (www.sandiegoacs.org)
and, if received by the 20th of the month before the
event, in The San Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a
free service of the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take
advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 20th of each month will be
published by the end of that month. 

For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All contents are published at the discretion of the
Section's Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for items submitted is the
20th  of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:jpgg@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS



LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?

If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship
opportunities, here is a list of contacts you’ll want
to keep handy. The people listed below are the
faculty advisors of the ACS Student Affiliate
groups for all chemistry programs in San Diego
County. These professors can get the word out
to all chemistry and biochemistry majors at their
schools about jobs, career fairs, open houses,
etc.

California State University, San Marcos
Jacqueline Trischman   
trischma@csusm.edu            
760-750-4206     

Point Loma Nazarene University
Vacant

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

San Diego Miramar College
Vacant

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 
619-421-6700x5947 

University of California, San Diego 
Jeremy Klosterman
jkk@ucsd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu
619 260-4033

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu


2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Co-Chair        Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                    (2026)             858-414-3323
Co-Chair        Max Mahler                                                                                                                                            (2026)              619-405-5509                                              
Chair-Elect    Jiyue Chen                                                                                                                                               (2026)              858-260-8283
Past Chair     Christina Vialva, cvialva@sandiegoacs.org                                                                                      (2024)              951-287-4503                                                     
Secretary      Harshada Sapre,  hsapre@ucsd.edu
Treasurer     Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                             (2024)              858-254-5497
Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                              (2025)              858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                       (2024)              858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2024)              858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2027)             973-744-5510
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2024)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors        
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2025)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2024)             626-826-3561
      Juan Gonzalez-Gonzalez                                                                                                                                          (2027)             619-813-8520
      Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                  (2027)             619-744-2220 
Members-at-Large
      Sean Anderson, Application Specialist, 3M                                                                                                         (2024)             661-714-6174
      Bill Szabo                                                                                                                                                                     (2025)             858-550-0306
STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                               858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee     
      David Wallace (Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                             858-204-5412
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                                                  858-337-4961
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                                                         858-361-8838
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                                          626-826-3561
      Peter Iovine, USD                                                                                                                                                                                619-260-4028
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                  858-414-3323  
Education Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                         619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     David Wallace  (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                         858-204-5412
     Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                                            619-744-2220                                                   
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                 858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                      858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                    858-638-1866
      Tao Wu  (Co-Chair), Kumquat Biosciences                                                                                                                                 858-922-0428
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN                                                                                                
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                      626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      OPEN
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
Younger Chemists Committee
     OPEN


