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CHAIR NOTES

Dear ACS San Diego Members,

October has always been a month of breakthroughs in chemistry. On October 23, 1876, the
German chemist Wilhelm Ostwald—later a Nobel Prize winner—was born; his pioneering
work in catalysis and chemical equilibria continues to shape our field today. Fittingly, October
23 is now celebrated worldwide as Mole Day, commemorating Avogadro’s number (6.02 ×
10²³) and offering chemists a playful way to share our science. On October 9, 1803, English
chemist John Dalton formally presented his atomic theory, establishing the foundation of
modern chemistry and fundamentally changing how we understand matter. These
milestones remind us of chemistry’s enduring impact across generations.

Last month, we held our Annual ACS San Diego Local Section Picnic, and what a fantastic
day it was! With over 60 members in attendance, the event featured a lively dessert contest
with wonderful prizes, lawn games, an inflatable obstacle course, tacos, beer, and plenty of
great company. It was one of our most successful picnics yet, and we want to thank everyone
who joined us for food, fun, and fellowship.

We also celebrated this year’s Distinguished Scientist Banquet, honoring Dr. John Hood
for his remarkable work in drug discovery and the development of ENV-101, the first agent to
show reversal of fibrotic disease in humans. Dr. Hood delivered an inspiring talk on his
scientific journey, and we were thrilled to welcome a record 60 attendees for the occasion.

Looking ahead, October is packed with exciting programming. The Women’s Trailblazing
Award Banquet will be held on Saturday, October 4th at 11:00 AM at the Encore Event
Center, honoring outstanding contributions by women in chemistry.

On October 30, 2025, we will host the first in our career Development Seminar Series:
“Project Management: The What, Why, and How” with speaker Andrea Baldwin. Register
here. Then on November 13, 2025, we will also host “Medical Writing: The What, Why,
and How”  with speaker Wing Tuet, PhD. Register here. Don’t miss out!

Beyond these events, we have several more talks in the works. While we were disappointed
to learn that Taylor Guitars had to step back from their planned program, we are still
lining up exciting end-of-year talks that will bring fresh perspectives to our community. We
will try to book a gig with them in 2026. Stay tuned for updates in the coming weeks!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1778523223839?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1778523223839?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1778663393089?aff=oddtdtcreator


CHAIR NOTES

Thank you for staying active in ACS San Diego. Your participation at our picnics, banquets,
and seminars makes this section thrive. We look forward to seeing you at these upcoming
events!

Please explore the open positions for our upcoming election. Taking on a leadership role is
a great way to influence the direction of our society, network with colleagues, learn and
mentor, and contribute to the advancement of our ACS commitment to broaden the
chemistry enterprise for the community at large.

Warm regards,

Max Mahler and Jackie Trischman
Co-Chairs, ACS San Diego Section





OPEN POSITIONS

CHAIR -ELECT

TREASURER

Eligibility: Regular members
Duration: 1 year*

Duties: Serve as Program Chair; Serve as Chair; Serve as Immediate past-Chair.    
  Supervise, coordinate and overall direct the section activities are the primary and 

      ongoing functions. A chair should provide leadership for the section officers and 
      committee chairs.
 *Year 1: Chair-elect
   Year 2: Chair
   Year 3: Immediate Past-chair

Eligibility: Regular members
Duration: 1 year
Duties: Collect and disburse all funds of the Section; send out all notices of
dues and arrearages; report to the Secretary the names of all Local Section
Affiliates dropped from the rolls of the Section for non-payment of dues; collect
all funds due the Section from the society; render a financial report to the
Section at the annual business meeting; and perform other duties customarily
associated with this office.

Quorum: Participate in Executive Committee meetings and vote on behalf of the best interests of the Local
Section membership.

Conduct business on behalf of the Local Section as necessary (e.g., serve on sub-committees, volunteer in the
planning and execution of Local Section events and outreach).

Act as a fiduciary for American Chemical Society and the Local Section membership.

Uphold and respect the by-laws of the Local Section and the American Chemical Society.

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS:

Email Carolina Ibarra by October
18, to declare your candidacy

cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/about/governance/charter/lsbylaws/san-diego.pdf
https://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/about/governance/charter/lsbylaws/san-diego.pdf


SECRETARY

ALT. COUNCILOR

COUNCILOR

MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Eligibility: Regular members 
Duration: 3 years* 

Duties: Back-up position for councilor. Advise and steer the Local Section
        according to broader Nat'l ACS goals.
 

Eligibility: Regular members
Duration: 3 years*
Duties: Advise and steer the Local Section according to broader Nat'l ACS goals.

Eligibility: Regular Members and Student Affiliates
Duration: 3 years
Expectations: Represent our community and advance the goals of the Local
Section (e.g. serving on committees, attending monthly ExComm
meetings,volunteering for Local Section events).

Eligibility: Regular member
Duration: 1 year
Duties: The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of the Section and of the
meetings of the Executive Committee; keep a roll of the members and affiliates of the
Section; serve notice of all meetings, both regular and special; and perform other
duties customarily associated with this office.

https://www3.nd.edu/~aseriann/Councilor_Responsibilities.pdf
https://www3.nd.edu/~aseriann/Councilor_Responsibilities.pdf
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UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

Executive Committee Meeting
Dates  2025

 November 6th,
 December 4th.
 Zoom Meeting

Never Say Forever: PFAS Research,
Definitions, and Regulatory
Developments
ACS Webinars October 8, 2025
Click here

Illuminating the Nano Frontier: From
Atomic Antennas to Photocatalysis
ACS Webinars October 9, 2025
Click here

Advanced HILIC Workflows for GLP-1
Receptor Agonist Impurity Profiling
October 7, 2025
12AM PDT
Click here

The Future of Drug Development with
Lonza’s AI-Powered Tools
07 October 2025
08:00 PDT
Click here

CQA Assessment of GLP-1 Agonist with
SEC-MALS
October 15, 2025
8:00 a.m. PDT
Click here

Multi-Attribute Monitoring of mRNA
Medicines Using Online Partial RNase T1
digest and LC-MS
October 21, 2025
8:00 a.m. PDT
Click here

The Potential of NAMs: Fulfilling Critical
Unmet Drug Discovery Needs
October 22, 2025
8:00 a.m. PDT
Click here

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/pfas-research-and-regulations.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/national-nanotechnology-day-2025.html
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinars_Agilent_impurityprofiling?partnerref=CENonline1
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinars_Lonza_AITools?partnerref=CENonline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinars_WatersWyatt_GLP1?partnerref=CENonline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinars_ThermoFisherScientific_mRNA?partnerref=CENonline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/CENWebinars_EurofinsDiscovery_NAMs?partnerref=CENonline


UPCOMING EVENTS

Early Career Scientists: Professional
Development series – American Chemical

Society, San Diego chapter

Project Management: The What, Why, and How
Speaker: Andrea Baldwin 

October 30, Thursday 
Doors open at 6:15. 
Seminar starts 6:30 

FREE EVENT
Hologic, Inc. 10210 Genetic Center 

 Join us for a night of food and swag while learning about this exciting career path! Come
find out what Project Management is all about, the day-to-day reality, and how to make the

transition from the bench to a project leadership position. Click here

Medical Writing: The What, Why, and How 
Speaker: Wing Tuet, PhD 

Nov 13, Thursday 
Doors open at 6:15. 
Seminar starts 6:30  

Lilly Biotechnology Center 
FREE EVENT

Join us for a night of food and swag while learning about this exciting career! Learn about
the advantages of a career in medical writing, how to make this career shift, and how

medical writing and bench work are more similar than you think – but without all the failed
experiments. Click here

Food science talk 
Speaker: Dr. Changqi Liu 

On November 20, 2025 
Time: 7pm 

We will host the first of a 2-part food science series with a talk on food and protein
chemistry.  

We will offer this as a joint ACS SoCal chapters meeting via Zoom. Dr. Liu discuss
alternative protein sources in the human diet. More details coming in the November

newsletter.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1778523223839?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1778663393089?aff=oddtdtcreator












SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our current Co-Chair, Max Mahler
mmahler@sandiegoacs.org  Once approved, Max will
see that your announcement is published on our
website (www.sandiegoacs.org) and, if received by
the 20th of the month before the event, in The San
Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a free service of
the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 20th of each month will be
published by the end of that month. 

For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All contents are published at the discretion of the
Section's Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for items submitted is the
20th  of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?
If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship opportunities,
here is a list of contacts you’ll want to keep handy.
The people listed below are the faculty advisors of
the ACS Student Affiliate groups for all chemistry
programs in San Diego County. These professors can
get the word out to all chemistry and biochemistry
majors at their schools about jobs, career fairs, open
houses, etc.

CSUSM 
Kang Du  kdu@csusm.edu

SDSU 
Peter van der Geer - undergrad. advisor
pvanderg@sdsu.edu

UCSD 
Jereny Klosterman  jkk@ucsd.edu

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez 
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 

Miramar College
Rebecca Bowers-Gentry 
rbowersg@sdccd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu

Point Loma Nazarene University
Laurance G. Beauvais
laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu

Palomar College
Heriberto Rivera   hrivera@palomar.edu

Mira Costa College
Kent McCorkle 
kmccorkle@miracosta.edu

Grossmont College
Hima Joshi Hima     Joshi@gcccd.edu 

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:kdu@csusm.edu
mailto:kdu@csusm.edu
mailto:pvanderg@sdsu.edu
mailto:jkk@ucsd.edu
mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu
mailto:rbowersg@sdccd.edu
mailto:laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu
mailto:laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu
mailto:hrivera@palomar.edu
mailto:kmccorkle@miracosta.edu


2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Co-Chair        Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                    (2026)             858-414-3323
Co-Chair        Max Mahler                                                                                                                                            (2026)              619-405-5509                                              
Chair-Elect    Jiyue Chen                                                                                                                                               (2026)              858-260-8283
Past Chair     Christina Vialva, cvialva@sandiegoacs.org                                                                                                               951-287-4503                                                     
Secretary      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM 
Treasurer     Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                             (2028)              858-254-5497
Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                              (2025)              858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                       (2028)              858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2028)              858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2027)             973-744-5510
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2028)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors        
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2025)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2028)             626-826-3561
      Juan Gonzalez-Gonzalez                                                                                                                                          (2027)             619-813-8520
      Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                  (2027)             619-744-2220 
Members-at-Large
      Bill Szabo                                                                                                                                                                     (2025)             858-550-0306
      Jessica Le
      Randall Smith                                                                                                                                                             (2025)
STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                               858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee     
      David Wallace (Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                             858-204-5412
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                                                  858-337-4961
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                                                         858-361-8838
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                                          626-826-3561
      Peter Iovine, USD                                                                                                                                                                                619-260-4028
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                  858-414-3323  
Education Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                         619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     David Wallace  (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                         858-204-5412
     Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                                            619-744-2220                                                   
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                 858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                      858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                    858-638-1866
      Tao Wu  (Co-Chair), Kumquat Biosciences                                                                                                                                 858-922-0428
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN                                                                                                
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                      626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      OPEN
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Committee Chair 
      Jiyue Chen     email contact for the WCC is ACS-WCC@sandiegoacs.org.                                                                                                                                                            
Younger Chemists Committee
     Christina Vialva, cvialva@sandiegoacs.org 

mailto:ACS-WCC@sandiegoacs.org

