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Current applications and future of 
food colorants 

– natural vs. synthetic

The presentation will introduce the status of
colorants used in foods and the recent regulatory

changes. The current and future sources of natural
food colorants, and their chemical groups,

stability, and applications will be discussed. 

Specifically, Dr. Zhao will present her team’s
current research on producing natural colorants

from microalgae.

Dr. Jing Zhao 
Assoc. Prof. School of Exercise and

Nutritional Sciences 
SDSU

Register 
here

Thursday, April 23, 2026

ZOOM
6:30pm to 7:30pm PDT



CHAIR NOTES

Dear members, 

March is recognized as Women’s History Month, a time to celebrate the achievements,
leadership, and contributions of women to American history, society, and culture. The
American Chemical Society extends its appreciation to the many women, both visible and
behind the scenes, who have contributed to the advancement of the chemical sciences.
We hosted several events throughout March, including SuperSTEM Saturday on March
14 in celebration of Pi Day at California State University, San Marcos. Members of ACS
San Diego actively participate in public science education, and this year we proudly
continued the tradition by hosting a local section booth at the event with the theme “Into
the Woods.” At our booth, we showcased molecular models of cellulose, hemicellulose,
and lignin. Children were invited to use magnifying glasses to observe tree rings and
internal structures while exploring questions such as why wood is so strong and how
trees grow year by year.

We would like to thank Howard Yu and his son, Samuel, David Wallace, Ellen Wang,
Melody Trump and Rose Trump  for hosting the booth and helping make the
experience enjoyable for around 200 children. We hope this effort sparked curiosity
about chemistry in these young participants and inspires their future engagement with
ACS as they grow. We also extend our thanks to Jackie Trishman for organizing the
event at California State University, San Marcos and for coordinating the ACS booth.

On March 18, we attended the Greater San Diego Science and Engineering Fair,
where ACS San Diego members served as 20 judges affiliated with our section. We
evaluated student projects in chemistry and biochemistry, as well as in biomedical
science, microbiology, and computational biology. The range and sophistication of
student projects were impressive, with topics including amyloid toxicity, salt nucleation,
machine learning approaches for repurposing FDA-approved drugs, and influenza M1
protein inhibitor discovery. I was especially impressed by the quality and depth of work
from both the junior and senior groups, with some projects demonstrating strong
potential for industrial relevance. Events and opportunities like this encourage students
to develop an interest in science and to set meaningful goals for their future, whether in
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choosing a major or pursuing long-term career interests. They also strengthen our
confidence in the future of the scientific community.

We will be hosting a virtual webinar on Thursday, April 23 at 6:30 PM, led by Dr. Jing
Zhao from SDSU, on natural and synthetic food colorants. This event continues our food
chemistry series, following the Blue Nalu talk in February. Please register here (insert
Eventbrite link). We thank Carolina and Marta for their support in hosting and podcasting
the event. We also encourage readers to reach out if you are interested in hosting a
webinar or seminar.

If you’ve ever wanted to get more involved in ACS SD’s initiatives, we warmly encourage
you to reach out. We will see you in person or online. 

Best regards, 
Jiyue Chen, Ph.D. 
San Diego ACS Local Section Chair 
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Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2026

Senior Division 1st Place

Saanvi Dogra 
12 SR-CBIO-230 Del Norte High School 
“Repurposing FDA-approved Drugs for Treatment of
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Using Machine
Learning” 

Senior Division

Senior Division 2nd Place 

Leo Meng 
11 SR-CHEM-201 Westview High School 

“Discovery of Small-Molecule Inhibitors of Influenza M1
Protein Assembly” 



Senior Division 3rd Place
 

Tanya Mandyam 
SR-BMDE-172 Westview High School 

“Curcumin Attenuates Circadian Disruption-Induced Immune
Activation via Modulation of the 

Gut-Brain Axis” 

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2026



Junior Division

Junior Division 1st Place 

Manas Pisipati 
JR-CHEM-599 The Rhoades School 
“A Study of the Effects of Salt Nucleation on Doped
Amino Acids” 

Junior Division 2nd Place

Yusra Salem
JR-BMDE-570 Bright Horizon Academy 6-8 
“Effects of Beta-Amyloid Toxicity and Natural
Therapeutics on Alzheimer's Disease-Related

Neurodegeneration and Recovery” 
 

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2026



Junior Division 3rd Place 

Junior Division 3rd Place 

Alya Aly
JR-MCRO-739 Bright Horizon Academy 6-8 
“Can Safe Ingredients Make an Effective Dry
Shampoo?” 

Junior Division 3rd Place 

Rylie Freitas 

JR-BMDE-565 La Jolla Country Day
School 

“Analyzing BRBNS Cases to Identify
Patterns in Lesions” 

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2026



Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2026



Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2026



Material by Jim Shih

Judges (from left-right to top-bottom): Randy Nielsen, Brad Savall, Shen Wang, Bill Hanna, Vladimir Maslivetc,
David Wallace, Corry Hoffman, Melissa Allen, Chris Olson, Robert Higuchi, Rebecca Re, Anna De Angelis,
Laurie Wood, Vanessa DeLey Cox, Dan Yarbrough, Divya Nair, Dileep Nair, Yang Yang, Jim Shih. Not picture:
Jiyue Chen, Wei Wei Gao.  

Greater  Science & Engineering Fair
San Diego 2026



https://www.nsta.org/national-conference-science-education-anaheim-2026












UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

Executive Committee Meeting
Dates  2026

First thursdays of 
each month

 Zoom Meeting

*Subject to change if 
in person meeting

Coding Chemistry: How AI is Rewriting
Polymer Design
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
April 30, 2026
Click here

SciComm 101: How to Clearly
Communicate Your Science
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
April 29, 2026
Click here

Science on the Mic: How to Shine as a
Podcast Guest
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
April 16, 2026
Click here

Polimerosomas: Reinventando la
Fotosíntesis con Nanociencia
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
April 15, 2026
Click here

Paving the Way with Plastic: How
Chemistry is Building Roads from Ocean
Debris
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
April 9, 2026
Click here

Precision Lab Solutions for High-End
Optics and Coatings
April 16, 2026
8:00 a.m. PDT
Click here

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/ai-polymer-design.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/clear-science-communication.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/science-on-the-mic.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/polimerosomas-fotosintesis-artificial.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/plastic-pavement.html
https://connect.discoveracs.org/PerkinElmer_labsolutions?partnerref=CENOnline


SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our current Chair,  Jiyue Chen
jchen@sandiegoacs.org   Once approved, Jiyue will
see that your announcement is published on our
website (www.sandiegoacs.org) and, if received by
the 20th of the month before the event, in The San
Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a free service of
the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 5th of the month will be
published by the 15th of that month. Ads submitted
after the 5th will be published in the following
month.
For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All content is published at the discretion of the
Section’s Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for submitted items is the
5th of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jchen@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org




LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?
If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship opportunities,
here is a list of contacts you’ll want to keep handy.
The people listed below are the faculty advisors of
the ACS Student Affiliate groups for all chemistry
programs in San Diego County. These professors can
get the word out to all chemistry and biochemistry
majors at their schools about jobs, career fairs, open
houses, etc.

CSUSM 
Kang Du  kdu@csusm.edu

SDSU 
Peter van der Geer - undergrad. advisor
pvanderg@sdsu.edu

UCSD 
Jereny Klosterman  jkk@ucsd.edu

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez 
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 

Miramar College
Rebecca Bowers-Gentry 
rbowersg@sdccd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu

Point Loma Nazarene University
Laurance G. Beauvais
laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu

Palomar College
Heriberto Rivera   hrivera@palomar.edu

Mira Costa College
Kent McCorkle 
kmccorkle@miracosta.edu

Grossmont College
Hima Joshi Hima     Joshi@gcccd.edu 

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:kdu@csusm.edu
mailto:kdu@csusm.edu
mailto:pvanderg@sdsu.edu
mailto:jkk@ucsd.edu
mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu
mailto:rbowersg@sdccd.edu
mailto:laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu
mailto:laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu
mailto:hrivera@palomar.edu
mailto:kmccorkle@miracosta.edu


2026 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE                                       
Chair:           Jiyue Chen                                                                                                                                                  (2026)              858-260-8283
Chair-elect: Nik Chekshin                                                                                                                                             (2026) 
Secretary:  Marta Vuckovic                                                                                                                                           (2026)
Treasurer: Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                                (2028)              858-254-5497
Councilor: Hui Cai 2026-2028
Past Chair Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                          (2026)             858-414-3323
Past Chair Max Mahler                                                                                                                                                  (2026)             619-405-5509 

Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                               (2025)             858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                        (2028)             858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2028)             858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2027)             973-744-5510
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2028)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors        
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2025)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2028)             626-826-3561
      Juan Gonzalez-Gonzalez                                                                                                                                          (2027)             619-813-8520
      Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                  (2027)             619-744-2220 
      Christina Vialva                                                                                                                                                           (2028)            951-287-4503 
Members-at-Large
       Jessica Le
      Randall Smith                                                                                                                                                             (2025)
      Sharai Mendez                                                                                                                                                           (2028)
STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                               858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee     
      David Wallace (Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                             858-204-5412
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                                                  858-337-4961
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                                                         858-361-8838
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                                          626-826-3561
      Peter Iovine, USD                                                                                                                                                                                619-260-4028
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                  858-414-3323  
Education Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                         619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     David Wallace  (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                         858-204-5412
     Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                                            619-744-2220                                                   
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2026 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                 858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                      858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                    858-638-1866
      Tao Wu  (Co-Chair), Kumquat Biosciences                                                                                                                                 858-922-0428
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN                                                                                                
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                      626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      OPEN
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Committee Chair 
      Jiyue Chen     email contact for the WCC is ACS-WCC@sandiegoacs.org.                                                                                                                                                            
Younger Chemists Committee
     Christina Vialva, cvialva@sandiegoacs.org 

mailto:ACS-WCC@sandiegoacs.org
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