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CHAIR NOTES

Dear ACS San Diego Members,

August is always a special time for our local section. As summer begins to wind down, it
gives us an opportunity to reflect on what we have accomplished so far this year while
looking ahead to a busy fall filled with science, outreach, and opportunities to reconnect
with our chemistry community.

July was an especially active month for ACS San Diego. We were delighted to support
the 2026 San Diego Medicinal Chemistry Symposium, held in collaboration with SABPA
and UC San Diego. The symposium brought together scientists and leaders from
academia and industry to discuss exciting advances in medicinal chemistry and drug
discovery. Thank you to our speakers, organizers, volunteers, sponsors, and everyone
who joined us and helped make the event a success. David Wallace, one of our
Councilors, and Mark Tichenor were the main organizers of the event. David has also
prepared a write-up highlighting the symposium, which you can read in this issue of the
newsletter.

We also continued expanding our scientific programming through virtual events. In July,
our organoid webinar brought together members interested in emerging technologies
and their applications in biomedical research and drug discovery. We welcomed around
33 attendees from related fields, who contributed to a lively discussion and raised many
thoughtful and interesting questions.

August also gives us an opportunity to celebrate the people who have helped build and
strengthen our chemistry community over many decades. Earlier this month, on August 8,
we held our annual luncheon honoring our 50-, 60-, and 70-year ACS members. We
celebrated the remarkable milestones of Dr. Charles L. Perrin and Dr. Neal Langerman
and had the opportunity to connect with many of our longtime ACS members. It is always
inspiring to recognize colleagues whose careers and service span generations. Their
contributions remind us that ACS is not only about scientific advancement, but also about
the community, mentorship, and lasting relationships that sustain our profession.

As we head into the fall, there is much more ahead. One event I am particularly excited
about is one of our biggest gatherings of the year is right around the corner! The ACS San
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Diego Local Section Picnic will be held on Saturday, September 26th, from 11:00 AM
to 3:00 PM at San Dieguito County Park. This family-friendly event features catered
tacos, lawn games, kids’ activities, a dessert contest, and a raffle with fun ACS prizes. It’s a
wonderful opportunity to unwind and connect with fellow members in a casual, festive
setting. Early registration is crucial to help us plan for food and activities, so be sure to
RSVP soon! Register here.

As always, thank you to our volunteers, committee members, event organizers, and
everyone who participates in ACS San Diego. Whether you attend a scientific program,
volunteer at an outreach event, mentor a young chemist, or simply come to reconnect
with colleagues, your involvement is what makes our local section a community.

I hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer, and I look forward to seeing many of you
at our upcoming events!

Warm regards,
Jiyue Chen, Ph.D. 
Chair, ACS San Diego Section

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1993884006738?aff=oddtdtcreator


The 27th Annual San Diego Medicinal Chemistry Symposium was held on July 17 at
UC San Diego's Hojel Hall in the Institute of the Americas, drawing over 300
attendees for local expert presentations. Dr. Brendan Parr of Drug Hunter
delivered the opening address, highlighting regional drug discovery achievements
from companies including BMS, Neomorph, Kura, Vividion, and Plexium.

Professor Ian Seiple from Scripps discussed how chemical synthesis can give new
life to natural antibiotics, focusing on the semisynthetic development of
streptogramin antibiotics. He first shared their work on overcoming VAT resistance
in Streptogramin A, followed by tackling Vgb resistance in Streptogramin B. When
combined, their new analogs showed strong synergy and success against
multidrug-resistant E. faecium.

To complete the morning session, Dr. Zhe Nie from Schrödinger elaborated on her
group’s silico discovery of SGR-1505: a potent MALT1 allosteric inhibitor for the
treatment of mature B-cell malignancies. She showed how using Schrödinger’s
FEP+, a physics-based “computation assay” plus AI can speed up the selection of
novel tricyclic MALT1 inhibitors, including SGR-1505.

THE 27th ANNUAL SAN DIEGO MEDICINAL
 CHEMISTRY SYMPOSIUM

Text  & photo credits: David Wallace



After the coffee break, Dr. Rohan Beckwith from Neomorph presented how Neomorph
is expanding the druggable genome with molecular glues. He gave the example of
ARNT as an undruggable node in HIF signaling. The discovery of NEO-811, an orally
active molecular glue degrader that targets ARNT (HIF-1β) to treat advanced clear cell
renal cell carcinoma (ccRCC).

Dr. Dean Phillips from Novartis delivered the final lecture of the day, presenting on
the discovery of macrocycle pan-KRAS inhibitors. The use of cocrystal studies with
KRAS GDP revealed that conformational restrictions increased affinity for the Swll
pocket leading to BRSD-212.

The event was free for attendees because of the generous financial support of our
sponsors, Apeloa, Drug Hunter, Duane Morris, Eli Lilly, Eurofins Discovery, J&J,
Novartis, Pfizer, SAI Life Sciences, Schrödinger, Vertex, Wilson Sonsini, and Wuxi
AppTec. The San Diego ACS, SABPA, and UCSD are eager to collaborate on another
symposium next year. 

Text  & photo credits: David Wallace



Please contact Fleur Ferguson (fmferguson@ucsd.edu), Ben Pratt
(bpratt@sandiegoacs.org), Mark Tichenor (mtichenor@sandiegoacs.org), David
Wallace (davidmw@san.rr.com), or Tao Wu (tao.wu@sabpa.org), if your
organization would like to sponsor the event or has an exciting new disclosure
for this symposium in 2027!

Dr. Brendan Parr, 
Drug Hunter    

Co-organizer, 
Dr. Fleur Ferguson   

   Professor Ian Seiple, 
Scripps

Dr. Zhe Nie,
 Schrödinger   

  

   Dr. Rohan Beckwith, 
Neomorph

 Dr. Dean Phillips, 
Novartis

Text  & photo credits: David Wallace
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Co-organizer, 
  Dr. Ben Pratt    

 Co-organizer,
 Dr. Tao Wu 

  Co-organizer,
 Dr. Mark Tichenor

A packed auditorium

Text  & photo credits: David Wallace
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https://sabpa.org/member/event.php?id=100163










UPCOMING ACS WEBINARS

Executive Committee Meeting
Dates  2026

First thursdays of 
each month

 Zoom Meeting

*Subject to change if 
in person meeting

Chemistry, Regulation, and Change:
Understanding TSCA's Next Chapter
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
August 12, 2026
Click here

Smarter Routes, Smaller Footprints: Award-
Winning Green Chemistry in Pharma
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
August 13, 2026
Click here

How Python can Streamline your Chem Lab
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
August 20, 2026
Click here

Future-Proof Your Chemistry Career for 2030
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
September 2, 2026
Click here

Building the Data Foundation for AI-Native
Small Molecule R&D
September 1, 2026
08:00 a.m. PT 
click here

Expanding NMR Possibilities with HFX
Cryogenic Probes
September 9, 2026
8:00 a.m. PT 
Click here

What 25 Years of Process Chemistry
Can Teach Us
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
September 3, 2026
Click here

Catalyze the Vote! Meet the 2027 ACS
President-Elect Candidates
Article Post Icon
ACS Webinars
September 10, 2026
Click here

https://cen.acs.org/collections/webinars.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars.html
https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/81830600405
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/understanding-tsca.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/award-winning-green-chemistry-in-pharma.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/how-python-streamlines-your-chem-lab.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/careers-in-chemistry-2030.html
https://connect.discoveracs.org/Benchling_DataFoundation?partnerref=CENOnline
https://connect.discoveracs.org/JEOL_HFXNMR?partnerref=CENOnline
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/25-years-of-process-chemistry.html
https://www.acs.org/acs-webinars/library/ctv-2027.html


SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS!

Does your non-profit organization have an upcoming
event that might be of interest to members of the
ACS – San Diego Section?  If so, please send your
announcement to our current Chair,  Jiyue Chen
jchen@sandiegoacs.org   Once approved, Jiyue will
see that your announcement is published on our
website (www.sandiegoacs.org) and, if received by
the 20th of the month before the event, in The San
Diego Chemist newsletter. This is a free service of
the ACS – San Diego Section.  Take advantage of it!

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS

Did you know that The San Diego Chemist is the only
monthly e-newsletter that targets chemists and
chemical engineers in San Diego and Imperial
Counties? As soon as our newsletter is uploaded on
www.sandiegoacs.org a separate notification is sent
to over 3000 recipients, each potential customers for
your products and services! Quick turnaround: Ad
copy submitted by the 5th of the month will be
published by the 15th of that month. Ads submitted
after the 5th will be published in the following
month.
For more information, please contact: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST, the official newsletter
of the San Diego Section of the American
Chemical Society, published on a monthly basis,
can be viewed at
http://www.sandiegoacs.org/newsletter/. 
All content is published at the discretion of the
Section’s Executive Committee. Events of interest
to chemistry professionals in the community
may be included in the events calendar as space
permits and are subject to editing for brevity.
Advertisements and announcements from the
chemistry community are accepted at published
rates. The deadline for submitted items is the
5th of the month for publication by the end of
that month.

Size (w x h)    Number of Issues & Price/Issue

                           1                3                6
  2” x 3”             $ 75          $ 68           $ 58
  4.5” x 1.5”       $ 80          $ 74           $ 67
  4.5” x 4.75”     $200         $184          $163
  8.5” x 5.5”       $400         $360          $310
  full page          $655         $590          $510

Discounts will be available for issues not shown.
Please send your jpg to: 
Carolina Ibarra at cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

The San Diego Section of the American Chemical Society would like to thank our Corporate Sponsors. 

mailto:jchen@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org
mailto:cibarra@sandiegoacs.org


LOOKING FOR A CHEMIST?

CHEMPLOYMENT IS THE ANSWER!
THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST read by over 2000
chemists and biochemists in San Diego and
Imperial Counties.

A two-month ad costs only $80

For information contact:  Carolina Ibarra at
cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

ATTENTION COMPANIES!
Do you hire student workers?
If you have open positions in chemistry and
biochemistry that would be of interest to college
students, such as summer internship opportunities,
here is a list of contacts you’ll want to keep handy.
The people listed below are the faculty advisors of
the ACS Student Affiliate groups for all chemistry
programs in San Diego County. These professors can
get the word out to all chemistry and biochemistry
majors at their schools about jobs, career fairs, open
houses, etc.

CSUSM 
Kang Du  kdu@csusm.edu

SDSU 
Peter van der Geer - undergrad. advisor
pvanderg@sdsu.edu

UCSD 
Jereny Klosterman  jkk@ucsd.edu

San Diego Mesa College
Synthia Chang 
schang001@sdccd.edu

Southwestern College, Chula Vista
Juan Gonzalez 
jgonzalez3@swccd.edu 

Miramar College
Rebecca Bowers-Gentry 
rbowersg@sdccd.edu

University of San Diego 
Christopher Daley
cjdaley@sandiego.edu

Point Loma Nazarene University
Laurance G. Beauvais
laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu

Palomar College
Heriberto Rivera   hrivera@palomar.edu

Mira Costa College
Kent McCorkle 
kmccorkle@miracosta.edu

Grossmont College
Hima Joshi Hima     Joshi@gcccd.edu 

SPONSORSHIPS AND
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

YOUR AD HERE

 Your ad in the next issue of

THE SAN DIEGO CHEMIST

For information contact: 

Carolina Ibarra

 cibarra@sandiegoacs.org

mailto:kdu@csusm.edu
mailto:kdu@csusm.edu
mailto:pvanderg@sdsu.edu
mailto:jkk@ucsd.edu
mailto:schang001@sdccd.edu
mailto:rbowersg@sdccd.edu
mailto:laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu
mailto:laurancebeauvais@pointloma.edu
mailto:hrivera@palomar.edu
mailto:kmccorkle@miracosta.edu


2026 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SAN DIEGO SECTION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE                                       
Chair:           Jiyue Chen                                                                                                                                                  (2026)              858-260-8283
Chair-elect: Nik Chekshin                                                                                                                                             (2026) 
Secretary:  Marta Vuckovic                                                                                                                                           (2026)
Treasurer: Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics, desgrubisha@gmail.com                                                (2028)              858-254-5497
Councilor: Hui Cai 2026-2028
Past Chair Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                          (2026)             858-414-3323
Past Chair Max Mahler                                                                                                                                                  (2026)             619-405-5509 

Councilors
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                               (2025)             858-361-8838
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                        (2028)             858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                               (2028)             858-254-5497
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                (2027)             973-744-5510
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                      (2028)              858-638-1866
Alternate Councilors        
      Ben Pratt, Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                              (2025)             858-945-7893
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                (2028)             626-826-3561
      Juan Gonzalez-Gonzalez                                                                                                                                          (2027)             619-813-8520
      Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                  (2027)             619-744-2220 
      Christina Vialva                                                                                                                                                           (2028)            951-287-4503 
Members-at-Large
       Jessica Le
      Randall Smith                                                                                                                                                             (2025)
      Sharai Mendez                                                                                                                                                           (2028)
STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Awards Nomination Committee
      Valerie Kuck (Co-Chair)                                                                                                                                                                     973-744-5510
ChemExpo 
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                 858-414-3323
Communications Committee 
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe.                                                                                                                                                               858-337-4961
      Desiree Grubisha, Heron Therapeutics                                                                                                                                        858-254-5497
      Carolina Ibarra  (Newsletter Editor & Social Media Manager)                                                                                                 619-618-9240
      David Wallace, Wallace Scientific Consulting                                                                                                                               858-638-1866
Distinguished Scientist Awards Nomination Committee     
      David Wallace (Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                             858-204-5412
      Surya K. De, Conju-Probe                                                                                                                                                                  858-337-4961
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec                                                                                                                                                                         858-361-8838
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co                                                                                                                                                                          626-826-3561
      Peter Iovine, USD                                                                                                                                                                                619-260-4028
      Jackie Trischman, CSUSM                                                                                                                                                                  858-414-3323  
Education Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                          973-744-5510
      Joan Schellinger, USD                                                                                                                                                                         619-260-7960
EarthFair 
     OPEN
Finance Committee
     David Wallace  (Chair)                                                                                                                                                                         858-204-5412
     Ryan Smith                                                                                                                                                                                            619-744-2220                                                
Fundraising Committee 
     OPEN    
Government Affairs Committee
      Hui Cai, WuXi AppTec (Chair)                                                                                                                                                            858-361-8838
Law Committee
      Ryan C. Smith, Duane Morris LLP                                                                                                                                                    619-744-2220 



2026 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE &
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mad Science Program
      OPEN
MedChem Symposium
      Ben Pratt (Co-Chair), Pratt Pharma Consulting LLC                                                                                                                 858-945-7893
      Mark Tichenor (Co-Chair), Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.                                                                                                      858-334-8914
      David Wallace (Co-Chair), Biosplice Therapeutics                                                                                                                    858-638-1866
      Tao Wu  (Co-Chair), Kumquat Biosciences                                                                                                                                 858-922-0428
Membership Committee
      OPEN
Nominations Committee
      OPEN                                                                                                
Picnic Committe
      Jim Shih, Eli Lilly & Co.                                                                                                                                                                      626-826-3561
Professional Development Committee
      Valerie Kuck                                                                                                                                                                                        973-744-5510
Public Relations Committee 
      OPEN
Senior Chemists Committee 
      OPEN
Seniors Breakfasts
      OPEN
Women Chemists Committee 
      Committee Chair 
      Jiyue Chen     email contact for the WCC is ACS-WCC@sandiegoacs.org.                                                                                                                                                       
Younger Chemists Committee
     Christina Vialva, cvialva@sandiegoacs.org 

mailto:ACS-WCC@sandiegoacs.org
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